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INTER~AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


LIBERIANS, MANO UNION OFFICIALS ENGAGE IN 'HEATED EXCHANGES' 
Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 1 Apr 80 pp l, 2 


[Text] A Mano River Union luncheon called yesterday to announce the 

formal launching of the "free trade between Lileria and Sierra Leone" on 
July 1, 1980, ended in confusion at the plus Hotel Africa Guest Dining 

room when questions and answers brought about heated exchanges between some 
Liberian businessmen and officials of the Mano River Union. 


Mano River Union Secretary General Ernest Eastman had earlier announced in a 
prepared speech that "... it has now been solemnly agreed, 1 July 1980, is 
the date on which intro-Union-trade begins; and the formal operation of the 
Union as a duty free zone for Union products commences." 


The agreements referred to had already finalized arrangement for the prepara- 
tion for printing of the Mano River Union Common Excise Tariff of Member 
States; the Regulations for the administration of intro-Union-trade; Move- 
ment Certificates, and the List of Goods of Local Origin. 


Concluding, he told guests including government officials and members of 
the business sector, “It is time if the Union is to receive the approbation 
of the people of our Member States, that the first results are seen." 


But no sooner had he taken his seat the fire-works started when Mr Joseph 
Richards of the Liberia Free Zone asked for clarification of certain points. 


What are some of the goods of local origin? 


Does one have to declare an industry in Liberia a Union industry to get duty 
free arrangement? 


An official of the MRU tried to clarify the points by laying down two 
criteria: He said that products produced in a MRU country should contain 
35% local value added and the excise rate must be harmonized in order to 
qualify under the “goods of local origin" and the "duty free arrangement." 

















However, when it came to industries set up in the Liberia Industrial Free 
Zone area, it was declared that the Liberia Industrial Free Zone is "extra- 
territorial under the Mano River Union" and therefore is noi entitled to 
MRU status. 


This brought about a heated argument and someone asked who declared the 
Free Zone "extra-territorial"? Since the Liberian Government had not done 
so. The Industrial Free Zone was set up as an incentive to attract invest- 
ments which would possibly meet the growing marketable needs of the two 
countries. 


Mr. Richards then cited the Oil Palm Project should be in operation shortly. 
He wondered whether under the Union criteria it does not meet MRU status 
and if not what is the need? 


At this point the MRU Secretary General, a trained diplomat, intervened 
and observed that Mr Richards had raised a "very interesting point and that 
the MRU was prepared to consider it." 


An Error 


The Secretary General Ernest Eastman then went on, in answer to another 
question relative to who pays what, to declare it "an error that one nation 
pays more than the other." He said the subscriptions of each member state 
is the same whether one nation is behind payment or not, he eventually 
meets his obligation. He further emphasized that the subscription referred 
to do not involve Mano River Projects but only for the running of the 
Secretariat. 


Another guest asked about the tax advantages, movement of currency, list 
of priority industry. 


In answer to that question a Union official pointed out that once an indus- 
try has been declared a "Union industry" the problem of foreign currency is 
resolved. 


He then listed three primary points leading towards an industry becoming a 
Union industry: 1. granting a Union license permission to operate in 
both member countries; 2. the requirement that the joint market of the 
two states be viable and the guarantee that certain incentives of both 
states are on par. 


He went on to expound that the Mang River Union is “essentially a customs 
Union" and therefore it must be seen to that there is no "discriminatory 
element involved in the manufacture of experprises'' in one country. 


"In short, if you demonstrate that you are enjoying nothing over and above 
the benefits provided by the Mano River Union, so far and so good, but if 
you have an incentive exclusivity as the Free Zone in Monrovia then you do 
not qualify." 








Mr. Richards nor the representative of the National Investment Commission 
Hilary Wilson could see the nationale in this; but the Mano River Union 
official stressed that the MRU is "a monopoly plus" and where it leads towards 
the establishment of industries under its aegis then "the instrument of 
linkage must be involved." 


More arguments and cross table exchanges took place and the Chamber of 
Commerce rresident Dr Christian Baker thought to invite the MRU Secretary 
General to the next Chamber meeting as its guest speaker. 


CSO: 4420 














INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


MPLA-FLN JOINT COMMUNIQUE--In a joint communique issued in Luanda yesterday 
the MPLA Party of Labor and the Algerian National Liberation Front, FLN, 
congratulated the Zimbabwean people and ZANU-PF on their victory in last 
February's general elections. The joint communique was issued at the end 

of an Algerian FLN delegation's visit to Angola. The MPLA Party of Labor 
and the FLN also reiterated their militant support for the people and 
Government of Zimbabwe in this phase of the reconstruction of a new Zimbabwe, 
whose official proclamation of independence is set for 17 April at midnight. 
On the Namibian question the two parties reaffirmed the right to self- 
determination of the Namibian people under the leadership of their van- 
guard, SWAPO. The MPLA Party of Labor-FLN joint communique denounced the 
maneuvers of the Pretoria regime, whose aim is to perpetuate South Africa's 
colonial occupation of Namibia in violation of UN resolutions on the terri- 
tory. The MPLA Party of Labor and the FLN expressed their support for the 
struggle of the South African people against South Africa's racist policies. 
They also expressed their support for the right to self-determinatio:n of the 
people of Western Sahara under the leadership of the POLISARIO Front. [Text] 
([LD111632 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 11 Apr 80 LD/»A] 


AID FROM EX-MOZAMBICANS--An organization calling itself the Mozambican Peoples' 
Association in Zimbabwe, aimed at reviving the economy and culture in 


Mozambique, is to be formed by that country's nationals living in Rhodesia. 
When established the association aims to bring national awareness and persuade 
semi-skilled and skilled workers of Mozambican origin to return home to help 
rebuild the country which a spokesman for the organization said "has been 
destroyed by the last two wars." He said Mozambican representatives in 
Salisbury had given the idea their blessing at a meeting last week. Among 
other things the organization will help repatriate destitute Mozambican 
nationals, who wish to return home, by paying their travelling expenses. 
Interim executive members are Mr Thomas Ruwizhi, Mr Musikiwa Njazi and 
Miss Loraine Machado. A Ministry of Information spokesman said he was not 
aware of the organization and Mozambican officials in Salisbury were not 
available for comment. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 2 Apr 80 

5] 














FRANCE PLEDGES ECONOMIC AID 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


London WEST AFRICA in English 31 Mar 80 p 596 


[Text ] 
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France has pledged to conunue 
economic aid to the Central Afn- 
can Republic. President Giscard 
d Estaing told President Dacko, 
who is on an official visit to France, 
his first since the French brought 
him to Bangui when Bokassa was 
overthrown last August: ‘* You can 
count on large-scale French assis- 
tance, particularly for urgent 
development pnonties.”’ 

Presicent Dacko also had talks 
with the French Foreign Minister, 
M. Jean Francois Poncet. He also 
met the Prime Minister of France, 
M. Raymond Barre, and French 
businessmen. 

The French President's state- 
ment was interpreted as meaning 
that France would back the Bangui 
Government's attempts to attract 
investment from vanous sources. 

France is still regarded as the 
main pillar of support for the 
ruined economy of the Central 
African Republic. The immediate 
prionities are to restore the public 
services and to give some impetus 


to the economy. Aid from the 
French Co-operation Ministry 
totalled 68m. francs ($16m.) in the 
final three months of last year and 
about 10m. francs ($2.4m.), in the 
first two months of this year. The 
Ministry also advanced funds to 
Bangui under the EECs Stabex 
agreement. French advisers have 
also been sent to Bangui to assist in 
the rehabilitation of state services 
and the economy. 

To improve investments the 
French Aid and Co-operation 
Fund, FAC, has put up 28m. francs 
($6.5m.), 90 per cent of which is 
reported to be ear-marked for the 
development of transport and 
communications. 

It-is also reported that the 
French Government is backing a 
plan to bring together a number of 
potential investors in Bangui, 
probably in June, to relaunch a 
number of other projects concern- 
ing road and river transport and the 
extension of the country’s coffee 
and cocoa production. 














CHAD 





PAN-AFRICAN FORCE MAY BE ONLY WAY TO RESOLVE CIVIL WAR 


London WEST AFRICA in English 31 Mar 80 pp 565-566 


[Text] A CEASEFIRE arranged on Wednesday the lesser factions. FAN claim that the FAC 


between the factions led by Goukhouni 
Woddei, Chad's President, and Hissen 
Habre the Defence Minister has put a tem- 
halt to a four day outbreak of fight- 
- in the capital between Goukhouni's 
Forces Armées Populaires and Habre's 
Forces Armées du Nord Meanwhile other 
groups, notably the remnants of the former 
army, the Forces Armées Tchadiennes, led 
by Col. Kamougue have moved up to take 
tions in any further outbreak of fight- 
ng. It is reported that the last group, FAT, 
moving up from the south failed to cross the 
Chari River into the city and is now 
entrenched on the other bank shelling 
N'Djamena. FAT was not involved in the 
ceasefire. Some reports claim that there 
have been up to 700 deaths, though the 
French Foreign Ministry has suggested that 
this figure be treated with caution. 

French troops have been ordered not to 
take part in any of the fighting and the Con- 
golese battalion of 500 troops, part of the 
African peacekeeping force agreed upon at 
the Lagos conference, remained in 
N'Djamena’s central garrison where it is 
stationed. 

Almost all European have now been 
evacuated from N'Djamena, the entire US 
embassy was withdrawn. So far some 500 

have been evacuated. 

have been reports of fighting bet- 
ween factions elsewhere in Chad during the 
last few weeks. At Bokoro, some 300 kms 
east of Chad there were four days of fighting 
between which began on March 15 between 
FAN and forces from the Front d’ Action 
Commune, FAC, an alliance between six of 


men were driven out of the town. 

The fighting in N'Djamena, however, 
was between the two most important fac- 
tions, FAP and FAN. So far there has been 
very little indication of exactly when and 
why the fighting broke out and extended so 
rapidly into a major confrontation. All the 
indications are that the fighting represents 
an attempt to halt what is beginning to look 
like the irresistible rise of Hissen Habre 
from the litde known abductor of a French 


ne to one of the most important 
ministries in a national government, and 


backed by an important military contingent 
making him a power in the land. 

Just before the fighting began, three 
ministers had already threatened to resign 
from the government. They were M. Ahmat 
Acyl, the Foreign Minister and for long 
regarded as Libya's man in N'Djamena, M. 
Mahamat Abba Said the Minister for 
Interior and Security, and M. Abdoulaye 
Addam Danna who had spent much of his 
exile in Sudan. He is the Minister for Public 
Works. All three are members of the FAC 
coalition which is primarily opposed to His- 
sen Habre. They had called upon the Presi- 
dent to fulfil his responsibilities in iraple- 
menting the conditions of the Lagos agree- 
ment. They also suggested that Hissen 
Habre and FAN were being supported by 
France. 

The fighting has been limited to FAN and 
FAP in N'Djamena. Reports from people: 
evacuated indicate that there has been very 
serious damage done to the city. On Sun- 
day, March 23, the leaders of the two fac- 
tions agreed to a ceasefire when they met at 








the French base. The following morning 
fighting started again, with the ceasefwe 
broken, but with less intensity than had 
been the case during the weekend. The sec- 
ond ceasefwe, on Tuesday, March 25, was 
reached under the auspices of the French 
Ambassador, M. Beaux, the Egyptian and 
Saudi Arabian ambassadors and the Imam 
of N'Djamena, Ibrahim Moussa. The Imam 
had earlier made an al for a ceasefire 
when it became known that Col, 
Kamougue's forces were moving rapidly 
from the south and attempting to force their 
way into the city. He was reported to have 
feared a repetition of the killings of Muslims 
in the south out of N'Djamena, heading for 
his southern sanctuary, Col. Kamougue's 
absence from the latest ceasefire agreement 
obviously makes it a precarious one in the 
eyes of ail. 

As things stand, with the ceasefire, an 
alliance has been formed around President 
Goukhouni Woddei against Hissen Habre. 
The principal element in the Chadian politi- 
cal scene which has been excluded from the 
present ceasefire is the southern army of the 
nominal Vice-President of the rnment, 
Col. Kamougue, though it is unlikely that 
he would come to an agreement with 
Habre. As a result of the fighting there is 
little evidence that Habre has gained any- 
thing. It would seem that Habre had tried to 
establish a clear line of communication 
between Abeche, which is his stronghold, 
and the capital, and had banked on the iso- 
lation of Goukhouni politically. 
Goukhouni's forces have not lost any posi- 
tions in the city in spite of the very bitter 
street fighting, other factions have rallied 
around him, Col. Ka ¢ has not come 
down on either side but has not acted in a 
manner that could be seen to be obstructive 
to Goukhouni. It is also significant that the 
French forces were reminded, publicly by 
President Giscard d'Estaing that they 
should not become involved in any of the 

If the figh ting on this occasion is factional 
— and as all the reports indicate, aimed at 
dampening Habre's ambitions — as 
opposed to the traditional presentation of 
the Chadian conflict as one between Mus- 
lim and Christian or animist opponents in 
the north and the south. In the very tense 
and confused climate of N Djamena certain 


things are clear, If Habre's ascent to com- 
plete power has been temporarily checked, 
the problems for Goukhouni as leader of a 
united government have been increased 
immeasurably, The Imam, in witnessing the 
ceasefire agreement also warned 
Goukhouni anes coming to an“ unnatur- 
al” alliance with Col. Kamougue the Christ- 
ian. N'Djamena is now populated 90 per 
cent by muslims. 

The fighting has also rendered invalid 
much of the Lagos agreement. Last August 
it was clear that strict application of the 
Lagos agreement conditions alone could 
overcome the profound suspicion between 
the warring factions; a suspicion that had 
been allowed to fester and grow over many 
years of fighting both among themselves 
and against the French supported govern- 
ments of Tombalbaye and Malloum. The 
most important of these conditions were the 
demilitarisation of N'Djamena, the arrival 
of an African peacekeeping force and the 
establishment of a unified army. All the 
Chadian parties were agreed, with varying 
degrees of enthusiasm, that until these con- 
ditions had been met, the French troops, 
which have since then been reduced to a 
presence of 1,200, should stay in Chad. 


Peace-keeping 
force delayed 


None of these essential conditions have 
been met. N'Djamena has never been fully 
demilitarised. Though Habre and 
Goukhouni withdrew the bulk of their 
forces slightly beyond the city limits, troops 
remained in town and were within easy 
reach of reinforcements. This — of 
rival factions made the unity of the govern- 


"ment that much more brittle in practice. 


Meanwhile there has been a mysterious 
delay — one could say now that it is too late 
— in the arrival of a substanual peacekeep- 
ing force. This should have been composed 


of troops — by Benin, Congo and 
Guinea. only force to appear in 
N'Djamena was a battalion of Congolese 
which was in N'Djamena but 
which has played little role in keeping the 


peace and certainly did not venture beyond 
the garrison when the latest round of fight- 











cso: 


ing took place. There has been effective 
moves towards forming a unified army 
comprising all the factions. 

Since the formation of the government of 
national union, as had been stipulated by 
the Lagos agreement (and as reported in 
West Africa, November 19, 1979) there 
have been many signs that the government 
was having great trouble in running affairs 
effectively and in maintaining an appear: 
ance of unity, As Vice President, Coi, 
Kamougue's presence in the capital has 
been fleeting. Attempts to persuade the 
large proportion of civil servants who were 
southerners and who had fled that city inthe 
aftermath of the fighting in February 1979 
to return have not been successful. In early 
March Col. Kamougue said in an interview 
that in fact only “with the demilitarisation 
of the city (N'Djamena) and free circulation 
will it be possible to accelerate this return 
(of southern civil servants) and permit the 
resumption of the State's activities.” A 
comment that was tantamount to admitting 
that the state was inactive. He supported his 
argument by claiming that the black market 
was now flourishing to such an extent with 
so many goods pouring into Chad that many 
prices had actually fallen. 

Towards the end of February, AFP 
reports, fighting among FAN soldiers took 
place resulting in eight deaths. FAN leaders 
alleged that foreign money — Libyan they 
claim — had been paid to some FAN mem- 
bers to create discontent. Certainly the 
issue of relations with Libya remains a vex- 
ing for the leaders in N'Djamena. 
A Libyan delegate arrived in early March 
for discussions with Chadian authorities. 
His visit was followed by an attack against 
Libyan policies by Hissen Habre who 
accused them of trying to destabilise the 
country. This attack earned him a public 
rebuke by President Woddei. 

Once again the French role in Chad has 
proved important but ambiguous. The 
ambassador in N'Djamena has arranged a 
ceasefire but the French troops have been 
kept off the streets. It should surely be a 


4420 


cause of some embarrassment to the coun- 
tries which were signatories to the Lagos 
agreement that none of them have played 
an active partin these last days of fighting to 
avert any further bloodshed. That task has 
fallen on the French representative. One 
can imagine that Paris is not entirely 
unhappy about this. It is still thought that 
the Freach President and his policymakers 
favour a federal solution to the Chadian 
problem. It is this which may have led to 
accusations that France supports Habre. 


; 


Vacuum 
at the centre 


A central authority and administration 
still does not exist in Chad. As the fighting 
in the last week testifies, there is a vacuum 
which precludes the establishment of a 
modicum of political stability so that the 
existing authority can be challenged 
through peaceful and constitutional means. 
The dilemma remains for those outside of 
Chad who want to see peace installed once 
and for all. While the French are said to 
favour a federal constitution, that 
would amount to acknowledging the fact 
and legitimising tendencies that 
scarcely lend themselves to the unification 
of the ountry. Given the composition of 
populations in most of Chad's neighbours, 
they would be loath to be identified with 
such an action. One does wonder whether 
Chad might not turn out to be the first test 
case for a truly pan-African peacekeeping 
force. It may prove to be the only way of 
keeping S$ many armies apart long 
enough to create the conditions necessary 
for the formation of a political and adminis- 
trative structure permitting the Chadian 
State to operate, in a manner that is rep- 
resentative of the entire society — some- 
thing which it has never done since inde- 
pendence. 











BRIEFS 


OIL EXPLORATION AGREEMENT--The Gabonese State and an international group 
yesterday signed an agreement in Libreville authorizing the group to engage 
in off-shore oil exploration in Gabon. According to the agreement, the 
group's drilling operations will cover an area of 6,000 square kilometers. 
[Libreville Domestic Service in French 0600 GMT 12 Apr 80 AB] 
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LIMANN'S ELECTORAL 'FLOOD OF GOODS' PROMISE POSTPONED 


London WEST AFRICA in English 31 Mar 80 p 594 


[Text ] 


CSso: 


President Limann has urged 


Ghanaians to concentrate their 


attention on solving the problems 
confronting the country rather 
than ng on things which do 
not matter to most people. He said 
there were many problems 
confronting the country which 
make it difficult to move forward as 
he promised during his election 
campaign. He cited the lethargy of 
workers, general mismanagement 
and misuse of governmer: 
property, and said that nght now 
the Port of Tema was congeried 
with plenty of goods but that 
“people are not doing their work 
... It is for all of us to take our 
work seriously,” he said. 

On his ign promise to 
flood the t with essential 
commodities within six months 
after the elections, President 
Limann said at the time he made 
the promise, he did not foresee the 
steep rise in the price of petroleum 
products. Since his inauguration, 
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however, oil prices rose steeply, 
and the military coup of June 4 had 
resulted in the blockade being 


imposed on Ghana. Solving the oil 
crisis became his first tok and 


government worked for a solution 
to the fuel problem. Now, he said, 
the queues for petrol were gone 
and vehicles were back on the 
roads. He stressed that the clection 
campaign was geared (o four years 
and the things promised or things 
indicated for implementation were 
related to a general programme of 
other issues. 























FORMER AFRC'S DJAN WARNS ON 'MISDIRECTED RADICALISM' 


London WEST AFRICA in English 31 Mar 80 p 594 


[Text ] 


During his visit to Ghana, Cap- 
tain Boakye Djan, former AFRC 
spokesman, warned all those who 
had a hand in “promoting mis- 
directed radicalism” in Ghana to 


be ready to take responsibility for. 


its consequences, reported Free 
Press. In a news statement follow- 
ing the alleged “indiscriminate 
shooting’ inadent (see last week's 
issue), Capt. Boakye Dian said 
although ‘there is a great potential 
for a radical reconstruction of the 
country, this will not come out of 
talking shops, sheer showmanship 


“or even brinkmanship in the west- 


ern cowboy tradition’. He called 
on workers, students and ordinary 
men in particular, in whose name 
all kinds of crimes had been com- 
mitted in the country, to be on the 
look-out for a renewed attempt to 
use them once more for the “nar- 
row interest of some individuals 
and groups” in Ghana. 

He said although Ghana had a 
constitutional government, she was 
passing through a phase of her his- 
tory which bordered on an 
emergency condition “The time 
has therefore come for all sections 
of the community to close up their 
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ranks and resist a Common enemy 
which is self-seeking in its 
interest’. Since his return to the 
country, he said he had been put in 
the picture of What was going on 
and said workers, students and sol- 
diers should exercise some calm 
and restraint while the situation 
was being brought under control. 








GHANA 














BRIEFS 


PROJECTED ALLOCATIONS--The Appropriation Bill has had its first reading in 
Parliament, It aims to authorize an expenditure of over ¢3,800m. from the 
Consolidated Fund to cover public officers and corporations other than 
those set up as commercial ventures, for the financial year, ending this 
June 30. The Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports get the biggest 
allocation of nearly ¢770m., followed by the Ministry of Information and 
Presidential Affairs with over ¢638m. Works and Housing will receive over 
£420m., while agriculture gets almost ¢400m. Finance and Economic Planning 
is to get over ¢360m., and health @349m. The Ministry of Defense will get 
€166m. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English 31 Mar 80 p 594] 





REVENUE STATISTICS--The quarterly review of financial statistics published 
by the Central Bureau of Statistics said the outstanding debt of the Bank of 
Ghana, which had been rising in recent years, ctood at ¢3,728m. at the end 
of the last financial year, and was expected to reach ¢4,084m. by the end 
of June this year. On government revenue, the review said collection went 
down considerably in the second and third quarters of 1979 from the very high 
levels reached in the first quarter. Duties collected amounted to ¢356m. 
compared to ¢232 for the previous year. Export duty on cocoa shot up to 
¢1,022m. in the last financial year compared ¢270m. in the previous year. 
This duty amounted to ¢120m. in October 1979 alone. The quarter review 
also said customs and excise revenue in the 1978/79 financial year in ques- 
tion increased more than 100 percent to ¢1,853m. from the previous year. 
[Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English 31 Mar 80 p 594] 
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INDUSTRY MINISTER'S VIEWS ON FOREIGN INVESTMENTS 


London WEST AFRICA in English 31 Mar 80 p 583 


[Text ] 


EARLIER this month President 
Sékou Toure, of New Guinea, 
signed into law a new code 
governing and inviting foreign 
investment in Guinea Last week a 
good-will mission led by the 
Minister for Industry, Mr. Mamady 
Kaba, completed a busy five-day 
visit to Britain outlining some of 
the opportunities for investment 
which Guinea offers. As well as 
meetings with ministers and 
Officials at the Foreign Office and 
the Department of Trade, Mr. 
Kaba also had talks with the 
Export Credit Guarnatee Depart- 
ment on rescheduling some of 
Guinea's debts. ECGD cover will 
continue to be short for a while yet 
but it is hoped that the situation is 
going to improve. which should be 
an encouragement to British 
businessmen to seek out trade for 
themselves. Mr. Kaba said that 
obtaining visas should present little 
difficulty, being now in the hands 
of the Ambassador, who is based in 
Paris, rather than requiring 
reference back to Conakry. Some 
British firms who have recently 
taken the trouble to send 
representatives to Guinea have 
been enthusiastic about what they 
have found. 
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The country has a huge 
potential; Mr. Kaba claimed for it 
two-thirds of the world's reserves 
of bauxite and iron-ore in addition 
to such other obviously valuable 
mineral resources as gold, 
diamonds and uranium and the 
forests and fisheries off the coast 
are at present largely unexpioited. 
In addition, the country is well 
watered, offering abundant oppor- 
tunities for hydro-electre and 
agricultural development so that 
the economic growth of the nation 
can be reasonably balanced 
between industry and farming. 

To exploit all this wealth 
rationally Guinea must. Mr. Kaba 
pointed out, co-operate with 
richer, developed countries. “In 
some technological arcas we are 
backward,” Mr. Kaba said, “and 
we should not be ashamed to 
recognise this and to remedy it — 
equitably”. Nationa indepen- 
dence, he went on, need not 
conflict with econom«  inter- 
dependence. Guinea's external 
policy is neutrality, fmendship with 
neighbours and non-alignment so 
that there is no bias in Guinea's 
approach to co-operation, which 
should be mutually beneficial to 
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GUINEA 


both Guinea and her foreign 
partners in joint ventures. The new 
investment code (which should 
shortly be available from the 
Embassy in Paris) offers better 
inducements to investors in terms 
of tax exemptions during the initial 
Stages bul investors should be 
wurned that the code also requires 
plans for environmental protection 
and restoration of sites. 

Although Guinea is thinking 
very much in terms of joint 
ventures, with Guinea holding 
about 51 per cent of the equity, 
private investors are welcome to 
submit detailed plans for consider- 
ation: the principle criterion will be 
whether they are beneficial to 
Guinea. 

The good-will missions visit to 
Britain was part of a major 
diplomatic commercial campaign 
which Guinea has been carrying on 
over the past three years — the 
President has made some | 50 visits 
outside the country, both within 
and beyond Africa — to relaunch 
the country’s development. 











GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


NEW MINISTER--Dakar, 4 Apr (AFP)--Radio Conakry, monitored in Dakar, 
announced on Friday that Mr Fily Cissoko, former Guinean minister of 
youth, sports and popular arts, was named minister of animal husbandry 
and fishing. He replaces Mr Mamadou Bah, whose new position was not 
indicated. [Text] [AB042220 Paris AFP in French 1743 GMT 4 Apr 80 AB] 
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IVORY COAST 





NATION'S ROLE IN NEW LOME CONVENTION 
Abidjan FRATERNITE-MATIN in French 28 Feb 80 pp 18-19 
Carticle by Bakayoko Moussa: "Ivory Coast and the Lome Convention"] 


(Text] For all ACP countries (African, Caribbean and Pacific countries 
associated with the EEC], the Lome Convention represents a jump ahead, and 
the Ivory Coast could be one of its main beneficiaries. With its prosper- 
ous agriculture and its ambitious industrialization objectives, our country 
is in fact in a position to further strengthen its ties with the nine EEC 
countries, not only through financial assistance, but also through commer- 
cial cooperation. However, because of the very progressive structure of 
the Ivory Coast's economy, the assistance which it receives from the EEC 
is now more often in the form of loans, whether special (fourth EDF [Euro- 
pean Development Fund]) or regular (European Investment Bank). To this, 
of course, should be added the operating revenue equalization system. 


Thus, the Ivory Coast has received over 4 billion CFA Francs to make up 

for the drop in receipts due to the unfavorable conditions prevailing on 
the lumber market in 1975. Two other products of essential importance 

for the country, viz. green coffee and cacao beans, are eligible for export 
equalization (STABEX). 


It should be stressed, however, that Ivory Coast's main concern is to diver- 
sify its economic ties. Because of its geographical range, the Lome Con- 
vention makes this easier. Besides, regional cooperation is gaining in- 
creased significance in the objectives set by Ivorian authorities; con- 
crete evidence of this cooperation is given by a model project, the con- 
Stxuction of the CIMAO [expansion unknown] clinker plant, financed by the 
EEC, among others, and in which Togo and Ghana are also involved. 


Finally, the Lome Convention offers many more possibilities to the Ivory 
Coast and to all other ACP countries: 


- free admission on the EEC market of almost all their exportations; 


- commercial cooperation programs; 
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- certain specific facilities concerning wheat supplies (increased subsidies 
for exportations). 











European 
Billion CFA Francs EDF Investment Total 
Bank 
lst EDF (1961-1965) *_ 6©¢ «© © @© #@© @© @ @ 11.2 e@ 11.2 
2nd EDF (lst Yaounde Convention, 
1965-1969). . . .« «© © © w 16.5 3.08 19.6 
3rd EDF (2nd Yaounde Convention, 
1970-1974) * «ee . * « « * e 16.8 11.2 28.0 
44.5 14.2 58.8 





The EEC--a Preferred Customer and Supplier 


The balance of payments of the Ivory Coast reveals a satisfactory finan- 
cial situation. After recording a positive balance from 1963 to 1970 
(with the exception of 1976), it has shown a deficit in 1971, 1972, 1973 
and especially in 1975, and then a positive balance again which amounted 
to approximately 75 billion CFA Francs in 1977. 


Since 1963, the commercial balance has always been positive, and has more 
than made up for the steady deficit in the balance of services and trans- 
fer operations. Exportations alone represent, on the average, nearly 40 
percent of the gross domestic production. 


In addition to green coffee, cacao beans and rough timber, the principal 
products exported are wood products, raw palm oil, oil products and cacao 
butter. In 1977, the EEC has absorbed 60 percent of the total sales which, 
however, increasingly tend to be distributed among the nine EEC countries. 
Our largest customers for wood (Italy), cacao (the Netherlands), and palm 
oil (FRG) are European countries. As for France, in 1977 it absorbed 27 
percent of our exports of coffee, and 82 percent and 46 percent respective- 
ly of our sales of bananas and fresh pineapple. It is still our largest 
customer (25 percent of the total), followed by the Netherlands, the 

United States, Italy, Spain and the FRG. 


The Ivory Coast main importations are crude oil, transportation equipment, 
mechanical equipment, steel products and electrical equipment. In 1977, 
60 percent came from the EEC, the share of France alone being almost 40 
percent. 
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Tailored Assistance 


Cooperation between Europe and the Ivory Coast has been shaped since 1961 
by EEC assistance to our country which has used it well to develop progres- 
sively its infrastructures and its economy. In the past, this financing 
has involved a total of approximately 60 billion CFA Francs, 3/4 of which 
from EDF and 1/2 from the European Investment Bank. 


Under the Lome Convention (1976-1980), the Ivory Coast shall receive 25 
billion CFA Francs, provided in part by the EDF and in part by the European 
Investment Bank, to which should be added the reduced interests on BEIQ 
Cexpansion unknown] loans, the allocation for regional cooperation programs, 
and transfers under the export equalization program (STABEX). 


With the first EDF, the community has helped meet the first infrastructure 
requirements of the country. The second and third EDF have been devoted 
mainly to achieving the first and foremost objective of Ivorian development 
policy: diversification of the economy which had to concentrate on agri- | 
culture because of the lack of mining resources. Thus, 72 percent of the 
credits under the 2nd EDF have been granted to 2 large agricultural diver- 
sification programs: the implementation of the lst part of the palm cul- 
tivation program, and the development of cotton cultivation. Thanks to 

the encouraging results obtained by these two programs, the Ivory Coast 

has been able to obtain additional financial assistance in the form of 
loans (European Investment Bank, Central Fund for Economic Cooperation, 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, etc.) to continue 
these programs. 


The orientation taken under the third EDF also answered the requirements 
of another objective of Ivorian economic policy: to reduce regional im- 
balance. Parallel to substantial financing in the agricultural sector 
(rice cultivation in the north, modernization operations in the center, 
and development of livestock raising), the third EDF was also concerned 
with economic and social infrastructure equipment programs: asphalting 
of the San Pedro to Issia road, road around Kossou Lake, modernization 


of a section of the Abidjan-Niger railroad track, Korhogo regional hospital, 
Grilling of wells... 


The Various Balances 


/The balance of the lst EDF in the Ivory Coast shows a total financing of 


9.8 billion CFA Francs which have made possible, among others/ [in bold- 
face]: 


- the implantation and the maintenance during many years of the Eloka and 
Toumanguie industrial plantations of selected oil palm trees; the creation 


of 2,500 hectares of plantations in villages, and the construction of two 
oil mills; 
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- the improvement of the Kotobi-Akoupe, Kotobi-Agoua and Dimbokro-Bocanda 
roads; 


- road construction in the Mau: area; 
- the creation of 10 rural training camps. 


/The 2nd EDF involved a total of 14.5 billion CFA Francs/ [in capitals]. 
Among the main projects financed were: 


- the creation of 32,000 hectares of selected palm plantations on the lower 
coast; 


- the expansion and implementation of a program to increase to 85,000 hect- 
ares the areas cultivated in cotton in the north, the west and the center 
of the country; 


- the correction of the layout of the railroad track section between Agbo- 
ville and Dimbokro. 


/The 3rd EDF amounted to a total of 16.4 billion CFA Francs/ [in capitals]. 
It was used to finance the following projects: 


- development of rice growing (a vast operation including the construction 
of three dams in the north, the intensification of rice growing in flooded 
fields in the Odienne area, the development of cultivation on fields around 
Bouake, the development of rice growing during the rain season in the 
Mankono area) ; 


- industrial rubber plantations (creation of plantations on 7,000 hectares 
in Grand-Bereby in the southwest, to be in full production around 1990); 


- asphalting of the San Pedro to Issia road; 


- modernization of the railroad track between Dimbokro and Bouake. 





Fourth EDF--Planned Assistance 


The 4th EDF under the Lome Convention, has allocated approximately 12 billion 
CFA Francs to the Ivory Coast. This program devotes three quarters of the 
funds to 1976-1980 Ivorian development projects. It includes items such 

as the hydroagricultural development of the Kan Valley in the center of 

the country, the agricultural development of the Bandama Valley, the ex- 
tension of the Grand-Bereby rubber project. 


In the fields of livestock raising, several programs are under consideration 
to reduce the country's dependence on meat imports: pig raising in the 
north, promotion of livestock raising in forested areas, cattle raising 

(in the north), anc creation of a credit system for livestock farmers. 


18 





The water-supply and saiitation program involves drilling village wells and 
fitting them with pumps, installing water-supply systems in all cities, and 
providing inland urban centers with waste-waters collection systems. 


As far as job training is concerned, three sectors have been given priority: 
technology, agriculture and economy. Two thirds of the grants applied for 
are for the training of lower-salaried staff. 


In addition, our government has shown particular interest for the programs 
of assistance to marketing and sales promotion which account for 4.8 percent 
of the funds scheduled. 


Community assistance in this field includes: 


- on the one hand, financing to strengthen and develop the activities of the 
Ivorian Center for Foreign Trade in the Ivory Coast and abroad, to perfect 
the organization of the Abidjan International Textile and Clothing Show, the 
purpose of which is to promote the production of ACP countries on the inter- 
national market against competition from developing countries, more parti- 
cularly Asian countries; 


- on the other hand, the financing of a three-year sales promotion program. 
This program provides particulary for the organization of seminars on how to 
develop the production of export articles; training and in-service training 
of management for the public and private sectors, whose activities are 
foreign-trade oriented; the implementation of marketing programs in connec- 
tion with a possible diversification of exportations; the development of 
exporting enterprises... 


In short, the Ivory Coast should now digest the Lome Convention, i.e. use 
its potential to the fullest extent. 


Lome II is a promise. 


9294 
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PROPERTY QUALIFICATION FOR VOTERS ABOLISHED 






Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 28 Mar 80 p 1 








[Text] The legislature has passed an Act amending Section llth Article One 
of the Constitution of the Republic of Liberia to abolish the property 
qualification for voters. 












The amended section now reads: "All elections shall be by ballot, and 
every citizen (Male and Female) of eighteen years of age shall have the 
right of suffrage." 














According to the Presse Secretary to the Legislature, this amendment has 
been approved by the Legislature, with more than two-thirds of both Houses 
concurring. 


The Act states that it was befitting that the property qualification for 
voters be abolished to make more meaningful Liberia's democratic processes. 


It further states that the new amendment to the Constitution would be sub- 
mitted to the people of Liberia at the next Special Election, in accordance 
with provisions of Election 17th of Article V of the Constitution, for 
adoption or non-adoption. 


The Senate and the House of Representatives have passed another Act restoring 
James M T Kandakai to citizenship. 


Section One of this Act reads: 


"That from and immediately after the passage of this Act, James M T Kandakai 
dishonorably removed from office as Relieving Circuit Judge, Republic of 
Liberia, by a Joint Address of the Senate and House of Representatives, 

be and is hereby restored to full citizenship with all the rights and 
privileges attached thereto." 
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LIBERIA 


DECISION REGARDING TRIBAL CHIEFS' RIGHTS TO OWN PROPERTY 
Monrovia THE LIBERIAN ACE in English 28 Mar 80 p 3 


[Excerpt] Government has made a strong and landmark decision with respect 
to property ownership in this country as regards the rights of tribal authori- 
ties. 


This decision, in effect, re-emphasizes many Supreme Court opinions on this 
matter and it states supra "....all land in the public domain is owned by 
government and not the tribal authorities, and all such land is to be 
acquired in fee simple by any citizens of this country freely and without 
obetruction for whatever improvements that he or she may deem necessary to 
make thereon." 


The decision goes on to note that “as a matter of policy government has 
encouraged the acquisition of land on part of all of its citizens and in 
that respect, there has been no limitation imposed by government as to the 
number of acres of public land any one citizen may purchase and possess in 
fee simple." 





Regarding the question or "misconception prevailing among some of the tri- 
bal authorities that they are owners of public land in the localities they 
reside," government has this to say: 


False Notion 


"This notion is false and should be immediately dispelled from their minds." 
It explains that tribal authorities are only required by government to legally 
certify that land to be acquired by a prospective purchaser is unencumbered. 


The tribal authorities, with the exception of those who own land in fee 
simple such as tribal reserves do not have legal right to conyey title for 
land in the public domain in these areas; not a tribal certificate an instru- 
ment of conveyance of title." 


This decision grows out of a dispute involving James T. Phillips, Jr., and 


Var-Tee-Ker family where it was alleged that Phillips had taken the land of 
the Var-Tee-Ker family and converted same to his own use. 
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PRICE FREEZE LIFTED BY MINISTRY 





Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 28 Mar 80 pp 1, 7 


[Text] The price freeze instituted recently by a special Commission setup 
by President Tolbert to allow it the time to adequately review and process 
the various requests for price increases made by business establishments 
has been lifted by the Ministry of Commerce Industry, and Transportation 
here. 


According to the Director of Information Services at the Commerce Ministry, 
A. Nestor Woods, the freeze was purposely to give the Commission's members 
an idea of existing prices on the local market. 


The price freeze was also instituted to allow the members of the Commission 
time to study the movement of these prices on the local market of "essential 
commodities." 


This aspect of the Commission's assignment has been completed and there- 
fore, it was dnnounced by the Commerce Ministry on Wednesday that the 
Price Freeze had been lifted effective that date. 


However, the business community has been advised that despite the lifting 

of the Price Freeze, requests for adjustment in prices should be forwarded 
to the Chairman of the Commission, Minister John Sherman, of the Commerce 
Ministry along with supporting document for possible consideration and appro- 
val. 
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LIBERIA 


COMMERCE MINISTRY AUTHORIZES RICE IMPORTATION 
Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 1 Apr 80 p 4 


[Text] The Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Transportation, as a result 
of the recent establishment of "A Rice Monitoring Committee" aimed at 
regulating the importation of rice into the country, has given the go ahead 
to all Liberians and interested business firms that are duly registered 
with the Ministry of commence importation of rice. 


The Rice Committee, commissioned by the President last month with Commerce 
Minister John Sherman as Chairman, is geared at ensuring that all times 

that the grade of rice imported into the country are of good quality and 
does not sell for more than the authorized price of 20 dollars per 100 pound 
bag. 


However, the Ministry has also laid down straight guidelines for the 
would be importers. 


“Importers of high grade rice like Uncle's Ben, Aunt Caroline.... among 
others or importers of lower grade rice should inform the Committee through 
its Chairman, Minister Sherman, of the type of rice, its origin, and price, 
the expected time of arrival; quality and quantity along with any other 
pertinent information regarding the rice being imported." 


Also, the Ministry in an effort to have a continuous and regular supply 

of the U.S. Parboiled long grain rice or its equivalent and to ensure that 
it does not exceed the authorized price of U.S. 20.00 dollars per 100 pound 
bag as set by Commerce, interested Liberians including the Liberia Produce 
Marketing Corporation LPMC, will be required to submit bids from time to 
time to the Committee, the Director of Information Services at the Commerce 
Ministry, Nester Woods, has disclosed. 
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LIBERIA 


BRIEFS 


MINISTER DENIES MOJA CHARGES--The Liberian Government has denied charges 
from MOJA, the Movement for Justice in Africa, that it was torturing, 
flogging and exposing to inhuman conditions people arrested after the oppo- 
sition People's Progressive Party called for a general strike. The Justice 
Minister, Mr Joseph Chesson, said that MOJA's accusations were baseless and 
added "We do not have any torture chambers in the Ministry of Justice." 

He said the Government had arrested 76 people, all of them members of the 
People's Progressive Party (PPP) which on March 7 called for a strike to 
bring down the government. The party leaders now face charges of treason 
and sedition. Mr Chesson said that 25 of the 76 people under arrest were 
likely to be released soon because they were the least involved in the 
alleged crime. The PPP is still a legal party, but there have reportedly 
been several calls for it to be banned. Monrovia's market women are alleged 
to have asked not only for a ban on the PPP, but also for a referendum to 
make Liberia a one-party state. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English 

31 Mar 80 p 597) 





"FOREIGN SUPPORT' FOR PPP --The government has announced that it was in- 
vestigating its own allegations that foreign embassies were supporting the 
Progressive People's Party in its campaign against the government. The 
Minister of Justice, Mr Joseph Chesson, told a news conference in Monrovia 
that the government believed some enbassies had been in contact with the 
PPP. He added that “5 of the 77 people arrested would be released, accord- 
ing to Radio Ghana. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English 31 Mar 80 p 597] 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


COMMUNIQUE ISSUED ON GEORGES MARCHAIS VISIT TO MOZAMBIQUE 
LD111301 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 8 Apr 80 p 5 LD 


[Unattribued report: "PCF-FRELIMO: Strengthening Internationalist Solid- 
arity") 


[Text] The following joint communique was issued in Maputo on Sunday: 


At the invitation of Mozambique Liberation Front (FRELIMO) Party President 
Samora Moises Machel, a PCF delegation headed by PCF Secretary General 
George Marchais made a friendship visit to the People's Republic of Mozan- 
bique from 4 through 6 April 1980. 


During his visit PCF Secretary General Georges Marchais layed a wreath at 
the memorial to the Mozambican hero. He visited the Revolution Museum. 


During their stay in Mozambqiue Georges Marchais and the PCF delegation 
acquainted themselves with the life of the Mozambican people and their 
revolutionary commitment to the tasks of building socialism, and more parti- 
cularly to their struggle against under-development in the current decade. 


The FRELIMO party president and the PCF secretary general had talks which 
took place in an atmosphere of deep friendship and warm camaraderie. 


FRELIMO was represented at these talks by Joachim Alberto Chissano, member 
of the Central Committee standing political committee and Central Committee 
secretary for the party's foreign relations; Jose Oscar Monteiro, Central 
Committee member and Central Committee secretary for party organization; 
Sergio Vicira, Central Committee member and head of the Central Committee 
defense and security department; Jose Julio Andreade, the party president's 
principal private secretary and head of the Central Committee cadres depart- 
ment. 


The PCF was represented by Maxime Gremetz, Politburo member, Central Commit- 
tee secretary and Central Committee foreign policy section chief; Central 
Committee member Jean-Francois Gau and Jacques Varin of the Central Com- 
mittee foreign policy section. 


25 











During their talks the FRELIMO party president and the PCF secretary general 
exchanged viewpoints and experiences ielating to the two parties’ activities, 
the strengthening of their bilateral relations and the international situa- 
tion. 


FRELIMO Party Preeident Samora Moises Machel warmly welcomed the PCF dele- 
gation and expressed the hope that ite vieit might help strengthen and ex- 
tend relations of friendship and internationalist solidarity between the two 
parties. 


On the PCF delegation's behalf George Marchais thanked the FRELIMO Party, 
ite President Samora Machel and the Mozambican people for their warm and 
fraternal welcome. 


The FRELIMO party president informed the PCF secretary general of the signi- 
ficant progress made in the process of consolidating the people's democratic 
power in the context of the march toward socialism and in keeping with the 
decisions taken by the Third FRELIMO Congress. 


He stressed the importance of the national campaign for structuring the 
party which is aimed at strengthening the leadership role of the working 
clase and ite fundamental ally, the peasants, in the revolutionary trans- 
formation of Mozambican society. 


Georges Marchais informed Samora Moises Machel of the difficult situation 
facing workers in France, who are vicitims of the worsening crisis in the 
capitalist system and of growing exploitation, and also described the de- 
velopment of their struggles, in which the French communists play a deci- 
sive role. 


He also informed him of the PCF's struggle to build a union of people's 
forces--a union of the left--to advance through struggle along a path lead- 
ing to a democratic society in keeping with the interests of his country 
and of the French people--a French brand of socialist society. 


Analyzing the current international situation, the two leaders observed 
that it is characterized by the major progress made by the nationa] libera- 
tion movement, the development of world democratic forces, the strengthen- 
ing and consolidation of socialism, peace, democracy and the progress of 
mankind. 


Imperialism--faced with the deep crisis in its system and suffering numerous 
setbacks--is using all possible means to oppose the rise of peoples’ de- 
mands for independence and free'om. It is this which explains its aggres- 
siveness. 


Turning to the situation .n Southern Africa, the two delegations warmly 
welcomed the success of the Zimbabwean people's national liberation struggle 
against Ian Smith's illegal minority regime. The two parties both welcomed 
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hie vicotry and expressed their militant support for independent Zimbabwe's 
firet government led by Robert Mugabe, especially in ite task of rebuilding 
the new independent nation. 


The FRELIMO party and the PCF reiterated their support for and solidarity 
with the just national liberation struggle being waged by the Namibian peo- 
ple and the South African people's struggle against apartheid which they are 
waging under the leadership of the South West Africa People's Organization 
and the African National Council. 


In thie context of the consolidation of victories won by African peoples in 
their national liberation struggle, especially in Southern Africa, the PCF 
welcomed the recent Maputo and Lusaka summits which established the bases 
for coordination and cooperation among the Southern African countries in 
order to end their economic dependence on imperialism and above all on the 
racist South African regime. 


The FRELIMO party and the PCF took this opportunity of reaffirming their 
support for the people of East Timor and their vanguard the Revolutionary 
Front for an Independent East Timor who are engaged in the struggle against 
Indonesia's illegal occupation of their territory. 


With regard to the problem of famine and underdevelopment Samora Moises 

Machel and Georges Marchais expressed their common will to take action to 
establish a new international economic system which takes account of the 
legitimate demands of these formerly colonized peoples. This new system 
presupposes scrupulous respect for the independence and sovereignty of peoples 
and cooperation on the basis of mutual interest. They gave a positive assess- 
ment of the role played by the nonalined movement in this sphere. 


They also expressed the view that arms reduction and an end to the arms race 
revived by U.S. imperialism and its European allies, especially in the Indian 
Ocean, is a necessity and a contribution to peace in the world. 


The two parties agreed to extend their relations of friendship and coopera- 
tion and decided to increase exchanges of information and delegations as well 
as other forms of cooperation. 


The FRELIMO party and the PCF expressed satisfaction at the profound success 
of their talks and expressed their conviction that this visit will help to 
strengthen ties between the Mozambican and French peoples, strengthen rela- 
tions of mutual interest between them and boost their internationalist 
solidarity with all struggling peoples, especially the Namibian, Saharan 
and Palestinian peoples, in the face of imperialism's maneuvers. 


At the end of their warm and friendly meeting Georges Marchais and Samora 
Machel expressed the conviction that it will form a contribution to their 
common struggle against imperialism, colonialism, racism and apartheid and 
help promote peace, freedom, democracy and social progress. 


cso: 4401 
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BOTHA: SOUTH AFRICA WILL NOT ABANDON SWA 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 3 Apr 80 p 7 
[Article by Aida Parker] 


[Text | 


FOR the sake of na- 
tional 


become necessary 

Prime Minister Piet 
Botha to reiterate 
where South Africa 





many people in 

the territory”. 
That cautionary statement 
is made in a leadi arte in 


disengage itself from the 
protracted war and to avoid 
sanctions.” 


mandatory . 
Commenting on UN 


it be an election im- 
plemented on Swapo’s terms 


CSO: 4420 


and in Swapo’s favour. 
“Dr W. 


former. 
“DTA chairman Mr Dirk 
M has adopted a firm 


SWA — and righ so. He 
made it clear that the DTA is 
not interested in a UN- 
supervised election on 
Swapo terms. 
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Mr Mudge also warned 
that if the only road open to 
the moderates of SWA is the 
military road, then beware 
those who get in the way. 
There is absolu 
tion of our capitulating. We 
will as hard as we get, if 
not harder. 


ences. However, he was deal- 


“One however needs to be 
quite blunt about this: South 
Africans 


fooling th 
selves if they uinely be. 


the onslaught against 


a 


ST 
rant 
Pe gee 
Hl Fe P 
He 
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BRIEFS 


WAR SITUATION REPORT--The Chief of Staff of SWA Command, Brigadier Willie 
Meyer, announced at the weekly press briefing on Thursday that since the 
previous press release, a further ten insurgents had been killed during 
operations. The deaths occurred as follows: On March 20 a patrol of the 
Security Forces came across a group of insurgents who were in the process 
of laying an ambush. Security Forces immediately went over to the attack 
and in the ensuing fire exchange of fire, 6 insurgents were killed. On 
March 22 a patrol of the Security Forces were following the tracks of a 
small group of insurgents when they spotted them. Both groups started 
firing at one other, and after a short skirmish the insurgents broke con- 
tact and fled in all directions. Four insurgents were killed in this inci- 
dent. [Text] [Windhoek WINDHOEK OBSERVER in English 29 Mar 80 p 13] 


CSO: 4420 
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NIGER 


PRESIDENT DISCUSSES FOREIGN RELATIONS, URANIUM RESOURCES 
Paris EUROPE OUTREMER in French Oct 79 pp 9-13 


[Interview of Col Seyni Kountche, president of the Supreme Military 
Council and Chief of State, by Danielle Weiss--date and place unspecified] 


[Text] [Question] Mr President, in your last message to the nation, on 
the occasion of the 2lst anniversary of the proclamation of the republic, 
and in your New Year's remarks, you seemed bitter about the overseas 
criticism of your regime, even though everyone agrees it is serious and 
circumspect, These criticisms concern the sales by ONAREM (National 

Office of Mineral Resources) of uranium concentrates to Libya and Pakistan, 
your choice of society, your preoccupation with small details, your 

foreign policy. Do you think Niger's positions on these questions are 
often misunderstood abroad? 


[Answer] Your question shows that my remarks have not been correctly in- 
terpreted, Certainly I have expressed my disappointment with the changing 
status of international aid to Niger, which results from taking simple 
possibilities for actual realities and crediting us with a level of devel- 
opment we are still far from attaining. 


On the other hand, I remarked that the more or less veiled criticism from 
abroad of such and such a decision by Niger neither surprised nor affected 
us. It only confirms our conviction that the great powers and ideological 
blocs are basically allergic to real nonalinement. When a small state 
dares to go this road, each of its actions is examined with a fine- 
toothed comb to draw out of it more or less tendentious interpretations, 
in order to try to thrust it into contradiction with itself. In the 

case of Niger, I will say to those who have inspired and authored such 
amneuvers that their attempts to beguile us are in vain and a waste of 
time. Our nonalinement is a basic principle required by geo-politics. 

No pressure can deflect us frum our direction, which conforms to the 
highest interests of the people of Niger. 


[Question] You demand for your country the right to be itself and you 
proclaim, not without a certain pride, your “refusal to be like others." 
This demand, which perhaps assumes both Niger's pride and the certainty 
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of mineral wealth, could lead, on the political and moral plane, to a 
kind of withdrawal, if not a splendid isolation, despite your willingness 
to cooperate, could it not? 


[Answer] The nation of Niger, located at a crossroads of races and cib- 
ilizations, cannot help but be unique, and its personality grows stronger 
every day. In effect, it translates the combined aspirations of all 
members and their will to realize a common destiny. 


In making the achievement of a "growth society" a primary goal of their 
activity, The Supreme Military Council and the government intended, in 
April 1974, to achieve development in depth, resulting from a national 
consensus transcending particularism and based on Niger's unique realities. 
I see nothing exceptional in this move, Is it not found at the origin of 
nation-building in the majority of states? it is surprising that we are 
apparently restented for asserting ourself as a nation. The refusal to be 
like others is not intended, of course, in terms of opposition to the 
outside world, but only expresses determination to redeem its own soul 

by itself, 


In these conditions, to speak of withdrawal and, even more, of splendid 
isolation on the moral and political plane is nonsense. The nation of 
Niger, conscious of its uniqueness, can feel inferior to no other, and 

has no motive, therefore, to withdraw into itself. Quite the contrary, 

its geographic position and historical antecedents call it to an especially 
broad opnness to the outside world, 


[Question] Your country is 80 percent Muslim and you yourself scrupulously 
follow the precepts of the Koran, If you denounce xenophobia and racism, 
which are making their appearance in your country, you take exception to 
the Western model of society with at least as much vigor. Is Niger thus 
participating in its way in the great "reawakening of Islam," and is 
integrism gaining ground with the population? 


[Answer] The implicit link you establish between the renewal of Islam 
and xenophobia reflects one of the themes which is fashionable in the 
Western mass media but seems to me totally erroneous. 


‘iger, where almost all the population, not just 80 percent, adheres to 
che Islamic religion, 1s justly considered a member of the world Islamic 
community. Religious practice, moreover, tends to be strengthened and 
above all deepened by a better acquaintance with the Holy Book and the 
doctors of Islam. In view of the traumas suffered by our society from 
the acculturation brought by colonization, then the impact of industrial 
civilization, the religious renewal is an important element in preserving 
moral and social structures which enabled our people to face the successive 
challenges which have confronted them through the centuries. But to re- 
duce this renewal to a push for integrism while attributing to this term 
a reactionary sense would be to extrapolate arbitrarily from specific 
situations in other regions. 
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Islam is in reality a very open religion and is very tolerant especially 
of the monotheistic religions claiming the tradition of Abraham, In 
Niger, besides, there is no restriction on the practice of any religion, 
nor is there any discrimination, It is not thus in this respect that 
certain very minor instances of xenophobia have been noticed, which I 
denounced in my message on the 2lst anniversary of the republic. It is 
much more simple, the unhappily inevitable manifestations of social ten- 
sions engendered by industrial development, In any case, I am sure that 
the explicit warning I gave on this subject was heard, 


[Question] Except for Mauritania, Chad, Uganda, the Central African 
Republic and Equatorial Guinea which are facing unique circumstances, your 
regime is now the only military regime in Africa and the only one also which 
for more than five years has had neither constitution, nor representative 
assembly, nor even a political party (even were it the only one). Can 

the growth society which you are going to establish be indefinitely shut 
off from the political and ideological life of the rest of the world? 


[Answer] Niger had a constitution for 15 years that satisfied the professors 
of constitutional law and political science but which could not help solve 
the pressing problems of the country. 


Since almost 6 years ago, without a constitution or political party but 
with leadership constantly in touch with the needs and aspirations of the 
people, Niger has been overcoming the tragic consequences of the drought 
and been firmly engaged in the pursuit of economic growth and social 
development. If such a method was necessary under the circumstances, I was 
no less convinced of the necessity of flexibility as soon as the general 
context would permit. Even combined with systematic contacts with the 
greatest possible number of citizens from all levels and regions, the ex- 
ercise of power from the top down could not be pursued indefinitely. 
Assuredly, was it possible to proceed to drawing up a constitution along 
the lines of one of the many existing patterns? This move, easy at the 
Start, ran the risk of once again, in due course, plunging Niger into the 
old “politics” from which it has suffered so much. 


This is why the Supreme Military Council (CMS) and the government believed 
it was proper to invite all citizens to give thought to identifying the 
progressive stages of development of our society of the future, which will 
be a growth society based on cooperative organization of the rural sector 
and setting up structures for consultation, concertation, and participa- 
tion at all levels. Since my message to the nation on 15 April 1979 which 
described these policies, these tools in the decision-making process for 
the interested parties themselves, development cadres have gradually been 
put in place. Here and now throughout Niger, the idea of a growth society 
and the definition of its characteristics are the object of active dis- 
cussions which augure favorably for the effective sensitization of all 
social strata and for their positive contributions to the work of the 
different authorities charged with centralizing and coordinating the results 
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of this immense consultation, In this regard, the birth within the academic 
youth of a huge movement in support of the promotion of the growth society 
shows that this idea responds to the aspirations of whose who will be 
Niger's leaders tomorrow, 


Thus, to proclaim that Niger is capable of finding in itself a mode of 
political organization not modeled on such and such a fashionable ideology 
is not a manifestation of pride, but the expression of a conviction founded 
on an objective analysis of our people's capacity to manage their affairs 
in ways that correspond to their specific needs. 


Niger therefore will have a real political life in the sense that all 
citizens will really participate in the exercise of power and in the man- 
agement of their own affairs, but without the rebirth of factions and 
struggles for power in which energies which should be constantly strained 
in a stubborn struggle for better conditions of existence are wasted, 


[Question] Your country announced its support for the right of self- 
determination for the Saharans, but you say that "this could happen in 
several ways." What are the possible solutions, in your view? 


[Answer] Niger in reality has always proclaimed the necessity for the 
Saharan people to decide their own destiny through free and full self- 
determination. We have supported all initiatives which furthered progress 
in this direction. In this regard, I think moreover that despite appear- 
ances, the extraordinary summit of the OAU committee of wise men marked a 
new stage leading to a solution of this painful problem. Im any case, as 
a country bordering on the Sahara, we consider ourselves directly concerned 
and we intend to make an effective contribution to the reestablishment of 
peace within this sub-region. Not all possible arenas of conciliation 

have been explored. 


[Question] How are your political and economic relations with the USSR? 
Were they changed by the events in Afghanistan? 


[Answer] Our relations with the Soviet Union are perhaps not very im- 
portant, but they remain good. We are not changing our basic line of 
general policy on the basis of one event, even one of such importance 

as the one you mentioned. We condemned the invasion of Afghanistan in 
the Security Council and called for the withdrawal of Soviet troops along 
with the great majority of nonalined countries, We hope that the Soviet 
Union will hear the voice and the concern of the small countries of the 
world. We are concerned about world peace, and please understand that 


we are not going to try to avoid our responsibilities at the Security 
Council. 


[Question] Mr President, regarding the uranium of which your country 


is one of the biggest producers, we will limit ourselves to three 
questions touching the debate of these last few months. Do you have 
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rights of oversight regarding sale of that portion of the ore which be- 
longe to your foreign partners by virtue of their participation in the 
mining companies? Why have you not yet eigned the treaty of non-prolifera- 
tion of nuclear weapons? If Niger does not have in view for the moment a 
turn to nuclear energy, are you trying to acquire the technology and are 
you training specialiste? 


l[Aneawer] I regret that after eo mamy statements of position devoid of any 
equivocation by members of my government and myself, I am once more asked 
whether Niger has oversight rights regarding sale of theproduction of 
uranium concentrates, 


On 24 April 1974 I said in effect that our underground resources are and 
will remain national resources and that their exploitation and merchandising 
gannot be conceived except in the framework of Niger's development, Still 
more, all the uranium concentrates produced in Niger are under Niger's 
sovereignty and by consequence we stand by the responsibilities which we 
freely agreed to assume in the framework of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. Despite the fantastic tales issuing from certain dark 
quarters seeking to discredit Niger, no deliveries of uranium concentrates 
are effectuated except with verification that the most stringent controls 
demanded by the IAEA have been met--and its authority and impartiality 

in the matter can admit of no doubt, 


This is why official accession to the Non=Proliferation Treaty on Nuclear 
Weapons is for us nothing but a simple formalicy, without any practical 
implications, seeing that Niger formally rejects any use of nuclear energy 
for military purposes, and could not be associated with it in any way, 
even by submitting all ite sales of uraniferous products to the totality 
of controle implied by the NPT, 


It is quite obvious, by contrast, that our uranium ore resources require 
us not only to be an exporter of raw products but, in due course, to 
develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, For the same reason as 
the majority of states and in cooperation with friends and specialized 
international organizations, we have laid plans for the training of 
specialists in these problems to make possible the implementation of 
particularly complex applied technologies in this area, 


[Question] You have repeated more than once that Niger is not Eldorado 
and it remains a poor country. Is this statement for internal or ex- 
ternal consumption? In other words, do you fear that your people will 

lose heart for the development effort while waiting for the manna of urano- 
dollars, or do you fear that foreign aid will dry up or be transformed 
into loan subsidies, as you already mentioned? 


[Answer] My warnings against too optimistic an assessment of Niger's 
development prospects were formulated for both internal and external 
use. Complacently expansive talk about Niger's underground resources 
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ie actually dangerous in that it drawe attention away from the enormous 
efforts and resources needed to produce this wealth, and from all the con- 
sequences in regard to training, infrastructure, and recurring coete, 


In truth, the profitability of mining ite limited by the great and growing 
needs produced by the rapid growth of the population, Thus it ie right to 
warn those of my compatriots--especially in the urban areas--who would 

like to eee the fruits of this growth distributed before they have even 
been produced, and who forget, moreover, that most of the growth in our 
revenue must be devoted not to immediate consumption but rather to prepara~ 
tions for the future, especially for the post-uranium future, 


Also, as I said at the beginning of this interview, foreign aid is always 
quick to dry up. It shouldnot be decieved by mere appearances, A rate 
of growth has no meaning except in a general context. Now in the case 
of Niger, the starting point was especially low, If there has been pro- 
gress, it has not been sufficient to make up for the accumulated lag. 
This must be clearly understood to appreciate Niger's real need for ex- 
ternal assistance, not only in absolute amount, but above all from the 
standpoint of the conditions which exist, 


[Question] Do you still hope to arrive this year at self-sufficiency in 
basic food products, millet and sorghum, thanks to the good agricultural 
harvest of 1979-80? 


[Answer] The 1979-80 agricultural harvest was really rather satisfying, 
despite the lateness of the raine and perturbations at the end of the 
harvest. In reality, with four regions showing surpluses and three 
others in deficit, one could say that an overall food balance can be 
assured with only limited interventions from the Office of Alimentary 
Products. 


Niger finds itself this year, therefore, in a better position than other 
member states of CILSS [Inter-State Committee to Fight the Drought in the 
Sahei]. I cannot emphasize too much the precariousness of that balance, 
First of all the number of mouths to feed increases by 100,000 to 150,000 
per year, But above all, in the main agricultural areas the scarcity 

of land is making itself increasingly felt, bringing with it the dis- 
appearance of indispensable fallow land and thus accelerating the exhaustion 
of the fragile soil threatened with intense erosion, 


The time of scarcity is still far off. But the struggle for food self- 
sufficiency cannot be slowed down, for the rebuilding of the fertility 
of the soil through improvement and cultivation practices and constant 
increasing of irrigation possibilities are becoming more and more urgent 
imperatives for protecting the people of Niger from still more painful 
tribulations than those they have endured in the recent past. 
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[Question] Did 1979 bring new developments in the area of oil prospecte? 
Are you more than ever convinced that there is oil down there? 


[Anawer}] The program of o11 exploration continues to progress normally 
in various areas of Niger. One could even note the interest shown in 
some zonee which had previously been abandoned, Indications of hydro- 
carbons have been confirmed, They are certainly encouraging for the 
pursuit of the exploration, Nevertheless, it would be imprudent to ex- 
trapolate, from a few production tests, on the possibilities of exploita- 
tion. Taking into account the geographic particularities of the most 
promising zone, a large number of complementary soundings will still be 
necessary before we can conclude there are possibilities for commercial 
exploitation, 





[Question] Niger is one of the rare non=producing countries which does 
not seem bothered by last year's doubling of the price of crude, Since 
you are giving priority to the utilization of natural energy sources, 
when Jo you thiink you will achieve energy independence based on water, 
coal, and sun? 


[Anewer] I don't know on what you base your idea of Niger's position on 
the increase in the price of crude oil, Im fact, just like all non- 
producers, we feel ourselves seriously hurt by this change. 


Undoubtedly, the low level of per capita consumption of fuel makes us less 
sensitive than other African countries to this massive increase in energy 
costs. But it impacts no less heavily on our economy and especially on 
mineral exploitation, where production has not benefitted from a com 
parable revaluation. Measures have already been taken ot try to minimize 
the further costs of oil importation, 


But, unless oil exploration quickly changes the assumptions in Niger's 
energy problem, diversification of sources of production will still be 

the essential objective, In this connection, the utilization of coal from 
Anou Araren, which was sort of a gamble right up to the moment it was re- 
solved, will starting in 1981 greatly reduce our energy dependence and 
threreby our external payments. 


In the years ahead, development of the Niger Valley by construction of the 
Kandadji dam will be adecisive step toward the energy autonomy of Niger- 
West which, with the mining region of 1'Air, constitutes one of the two 
main centers of electric consumption, 


Solar power, in which Niger played an early role, must also play a grow- 
ing part. Obviously, it cannot rapidly increase our production figures, 
since the unit power is necessarily weak, However, its influence on con- 
ditions of existence in rural areas promises to be considerable by bring- 
ing an especially flexible if still onerous solution to the difficult 
problems of pumping and spot electrification, 
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[Queation}] You recently said that conditions seem ripe for opening talke 
on cooperation between Europe, the Arab countries, and Africa, How do 
you eee this cooperation? 


[Aneawer] Africa already has inetitutionalized cooperative links with the 
Europe of the Nine: in the framework of the Lome Conventions, for the 
independent sub-Saharan states, and in that of bilateral agreements for the 
countries of the Maghreb. Also, since the Cairo summit conference of 

March 1977 it has had a program of joint action with the Arab world, 


A triangular cooperation would complete this mechanism by giving it in 
theory more effectiveness through the joining-up of financial availability, 
industrial capacity, technological mastery, and reciprocal openings to 

vast markets, The presence of the Arab countries, of whom some and not 

the least are also African, would incontestably be an equalizing factor, 

It would avoid the distortions inevitably introduced into a framework 

such as the (African, Caribbean and Pacific Countries) where, in spite 

of theoretical equality, the entirely too serious discrepancies in 
respective economic weight perceptibly distort the effectiveness of the 
dialog. 


This being granted, such cooperation will have to avoid certain reefs. 
First of all, the diversity of general options of its participants is 
such that only those objectives which are genuinely feasible economically 
could provide a common denominator. On the other hand, it must be melded 
into an overall approach with the new international economic order and 
therefore be committed to real development for the most disadvantaged 
countries, These latter cannot in any way be considered as vessels for 
capital badly in need of recycling or for overstaffed industries, but 
rather they should participate as fully responsible partners, Finally, 
triangular cooperation should not stand in the way of pursuing other 
actions on a world scale, especially with respect to pursuit of the South- 
South dialog. 


[Question] Finally, Mr President, since you came to power, you have never 
paid an official visit to France. Is such a visit envisaged for this 
year? 


[Answer] An official visit to France is not a problem when, at any 
moment, I can be in contact with French officials and resolve thereby any 
problems which could upset our relations, which are, as you know, excellent. 


9516 
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SLPMB ANNOUNCES SUBSTANTIAL PROFIT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1978-1979 


London WEST AFRICA in English 31 Mar 80 pp 596-597 


[Text] 


cso: 


4420 


The Sierra Leone Produce 
Marketing Board has announced a 
net profit of Le1 1,515,463 for the 
1978/79 financial year. This does 
not include the accounts of the 
Rice Corporation which is now 
under the control of the Board. 

The managing director of the 
Board, Mr. M. K. Suma, said 
trading profis rose from 
Le9,763,807 in 1977/78 to 
Le12,886,976 representing an 
increase of 28 per cent. He 
described this achievement as 
“remarkable” in view of the fact 
that coffee prices reached such low 
levels during the year that for the 
first time sime 1974/75 the f.0.b. 
price per ton of cocoa in the world 
market was higher than coffee. 

Sales of coffee and cocoa 
accounted for 95 per cent of the 
value of total sales. 

Mr. Suma said that during the 
first five months of operations of 
the Sierra Leone Palm Kernel Oil 
Mill, which the Board inherited in 
February 1979, the Board was able 
to arrest the declining trading 
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position of the mill so that the 
trading loss ‘incurred during the 
1978/79 financial year was reduced 
from Le937,000 to Le64,000. 

Invesiment income and profit 
on exchange amounted § to 
Le2,618,000 representing a six- 
fold increase from the level 
achieved during the last financial 
year. This had been possible due to 
efficient utilisation of funds held on 
deposit accounts, and the invoicing 
and switching between currencies 
that are strongest to tuke 
advantage of currency fluctuations. 

Mr. Suma said that in response 
to President Stevens call to develop 
agriculture, the Board had 
prompted the formation of two 
companies — SLAPCO for 
increased production of coffee and 
cocoa and NAPCO — a wholly 
owned subsidiary of the Board for 
the production of groundnuts, 
chillies and ginger for export. 
SLAPCO is currently setting up 
3,000 acres of coffee and 750 acres 
of cocoa near Joru in the Eastern 
Province. 


SIERRA LEONE 





SOMALIA 


FACILITIES FOR U.S, RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA, PDRY DISCUSSED 
LD110901 London ASH-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 10 Apr 80 p 1 LD 


[Interview with "Somali Minister of Information" Dr (Adib Mohamed Sheikh) 
given to Yunis Mohammed Ishaq in Mogadishu--date not given] 


[Text] Somali Minister of Information Dr (Adib Mohamed Sheikh) has told 
ASH-SHARQ AL-AWSAT that U.S.-Somali talks are now in progress concerning 
giving naval facilities to the United States at the Berbera Base. 


The minister of information said that Berbera is Somali, and Somali is 
independent and, therefore, has a right to do what it chooses on its own 
territories. 


The Somali minister went on: The conditions and problems which Somalia 
has been facing, beginning with the problem of the Horn of Africa, and 

the pressures brought to bear led us to open the door to negotiations 

with the United States on these subjects. This does not mean that Somalia 
has yet given any facilities to the United States. 


Asked about Kenyan-Somali relations, the minister of information said: 
Somalia is constantly seeking to build its relations with Kenya on mutual 
respect. 


He affirmed that Saudi Arabia's move last year to bring Somali and Kenyan 
views closer was positive. But, he added, success cannot be achieved 
immediately, so no political steps can bear fruit so easily. He said: 
We are thankful for Saudi Arabia's good offices between the two countries. 


He added: Once there is good will on both sides, then we will feel a 
tangible improvement in relations. 


Dr (Sheikh) described his country's relations with Aden as less good than 
in the past. 


He said that the Somali-Ethiopian talks broke off because of the Ethiopian 
Government's insistence that Somalia recognize Ethiopian domination of 
Somali territories and give up supporting the Western Somalia Liberation 
Front. 
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He said: The principled stand by both countries has made rapprochement 
between them unlikely at present, especially since policy is not based 
on principleai However, he added, what is required is courage to lead 
ue to a political solution, 


The Somali minister of information denied that Somali President Siad Barre's 
recent visit to some Gulf countries was made in order to ask for financial 
aid, It was more directed toward strengthening the ties of friendship 

and love which the Somali people feel toward the leaders of friendly 
countries. Explaining his country's attitude toward the Camp David agree- 
ments, the Somali minister said that it has not changed. Somalia supports 
the resolutions adopted at the Baghdad and Tunis summits which call for 

the return of the Arab territories, including Jerusalem, and for Israel's 
recognition of the Palestinian people's right to self-determination. 


CSO: 4402 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


PAPERS COMMENT ON VORSTER'S BLOEMFONTEIN SPEECH 


"RAPPORT' Comment 


Pretoria SOUTH AFRICAN DIGEST in English 21 Mar 80 p 22 


[Selection from the "Comment & Opinion" section] 


[Text] 


Uncertainty in National Party ranks 
underlies the turbulence that has been 
evident during the past week or two. In 
itself there s nothing wrong with a feeling 
of insecunty, because it compels people 
to soul-searching and to assessment of 
facts and circumstances that have been 
forced to the fore. 


But the consequences can be 
dangerous when all sorts of suspicions 
are aroused regarding policy decisions 
and their implementation — and when 
this is done by people who ought to know 
better 


While we do not for a moment want to 
suggest that Mr John Vorster has been 
guilty of this, it remains a truth that some 
of his statements in his Bloemfontein 
speech — about the constellation of 
states, for instance — could be inter- 
preted as differing from the Govern- 
ment. Taking into account the climate 
prevailing in the NP’s parliamentary 
team following Dr A P Treurnicht’s clash 
with the Prime Minister, Mr Vorster's be- 
haviour can be regarded as an indiscre- 
tion 


It's a pity Mr Vorster allowed himself to 
be landed in this. He really doesn't de- 
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serve rightist groups and deserters try- 
ing to demand that he is their leader. 
There is no doubt that Dr Treurnicht, in 
his utterances about a team of Brown 
schoolchildren at Craven Week, chal- 
lenged the authority of the Prime Minis- 
ter. Apparently he has now come to his 
senses, judging by his statement that 
the matter had been thrashed out. We 
welcome his appeal to ali Nationalists to 
build the NP and try to help implement its 


icy, 

That's why we are looking forward to 
Dr Treumicht going out of his way to help 
eliminate uncertainty among the broad 
supporters of the party. To be able to do 
this he will have to present himself as an 
apostie of Mr P W Botha and spell out 
the realities of the South African situa- 
tion and the National Party's answer to 
them in a language all can understand. 

As Transvaal leader he has a key role 
to play in the objectives as 
set out by Mr P W Botha. He dare not 
dodge his responsibilities by making 
statements like those in the Craven 
episode. 


Johannesburg A — March 16 











"THE NATAL WITNESS ' Comment 


Pretoria SOUTH AFRICAN DIGEST in English 21 Mar 80 p 22 


{Text} 


cso: 


4420 


By shattering the brief truce within the 
NP Mr Vorster would seem to have done 
the Prime Minister a grave disservice. 
But if this precipitates a final confronta- 
tion between Mr P W Botha and the right 
wing, Mr Vorster will have rendered 
signal service to the country. It is high 
time that the Prime Min:inster cuts loose 
the dead weight holding him to the past. 

Mr Vorster's address to the Afrikaner 
Club in Bloemfontein is a timely remin- 


der of a past it is well to put behind us. As 
Mr Vorster pointed out, during his time in 
office he had told Black leaders un- 
equivocally that the 1936 Land Act legis- 
lation would never be changed. He had 
rejected any suggestions of power- 
sharing. And he had departed from pub- 
lic life without any Coloured, Indian or 
Black being able to reproach him for hav- 
ing failed to fulfil his promises. Mr Vors- 
ter indeed made no promises, created 
noe — and raised no hopes. 
What a claim! What an indictment. 


Ot course Mr Vorster is right in wam- 
ing that it is dangerous to arouse expec- 
tations which cannot be met. But he is 





dead wrong in supposing that the Gov- 
ernment is in any position to prevent the 
development of those expectations 
among Black South Africa. Their expec- 
tations are fed by the whole course of 
history in this century, in South Africa 
and in the world at large. Just what con- 
clusions does Mr Vorster think Blacks in 
this country are likely to draw from 
Rhodesia? 


Separate development cannot satisfy 
Black expectations. The only construc- 
tive approach is to engage in a national 
debate, to temper, shape and accom- 
modate as far as possible the aspira- 
tions of all people in ‘nis country. There 
must be no reversion to the years of 
intransigence, to the policies that got us 
nowhere. Should public policy once 
again become what it was under Mr Vor- 
ster it would make the ghastly outcome 
which he fears that much more certain. 


if Mr P W Botha steps forward boldly 
to meet the future he will find more than 
enough South Afncans ready to set out 


with him. 
Pietermaritzburg E —- March 15 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


GOVERNMENT HAS NO INTENTION TO RELEASE MANDELA 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 1 Apr 80 p 1 


[Article by Jaap Theron] 


lVext] 
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NELSON MANDEL. 


Mandela will serve his time 
an authorative source said. 
seed to te connieorinn leap 
st to 
ing a statement about. the 
whole Mandela affair and 
that it will be 
when it suits the au 


against the population. 
A free Mandela campaign 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


ANC PUBLICATION CALLS FOR SUPPORT TO FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
Lusaka MAYIBUYE in English Nov 79 ppl, 2 


[Article by T.T. Nkobi, treasurer-general ANC, from "The Fortnightly Journal 
of the African National Congress"--material within slant lines in italics 
or boldface] 


[Text] The Treason Trial which has just concluded in Pietermaritzburg 
after three months has been of great concern to the African National 
Congress of South Africa. Twelve young, brave freedom fighters, warriors 
and sons of the soil have been in the dock tried by a racist, fascist 
regime; a regime which is bent on oppressing and exploiting the black 
masses of our country. 


The shattering news that one brave young soldier, indeed a leader of our 
people, James Mange, only 30 years old, has been sentenced to death whilst 
the remaining 11 have received long terms of imprisonment ranging from 

14 to 19 years, has filled our hearts with indignation. 


This trial is the continuation of the brutal suppression and murder of 

our people since the white man landed on our soil. This has only been 
intensified since the advent of the Nationalist regime who rule by the 
subjugation and exploitation of the black man. We have seen atrocities per- 
petuated by a fascist regime which has not been elected by the majority of 
the people. The African National Congress, as early as 1955, when it 
adopted the Freedom Charter in Kliptown, stated that /South Africa belongs 
to all who live in it, both black and white, and that no government can 
justly claim authority unless it is based on the will of all the people; 
that our people have been robbed of their birthright to land, liberty and 
peace by a form of government founded on injustice and inequality./ This 
then illustrates the action of these young, gallant, heroic warriors to 
bring to fruition the aims of the Charter. For this reason they have been 
illegally tried and illegally sentenced. 


/We shall not take this lying down. We shall avenge every drop of the 
blood of our people that is being shed. / 
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The farcical manner in which the whole case was conducted showed it to be 
reminiscent of actions perpetrated by the Nazis of Germany when six million 
Jews were liquidated. 


What were the charges faced by James Mange, John Sekete, Tladitsagae 
Molefe, Jeffrey Legoabe, Thibe Ngobeni, Andrew Maphetho, Bennet Komane, 
Titus Maleka, Sydney Choma, Mandlenkosi Hadebe, Mandla Mthetwa, Vusimusi 
Zulu? High Treason, it was alleged, with 43 alternate charges under the 
Terrorism Act and conspiracy under the Riotous Assemblies Act. They also 
faced two charges of attempted murder. "Other charges included recruiting 
people, training them in the art of warfare, arming and deploying them 

in South Africa for the purpose of overthrowing the fascist regime. In 
pursuance of this objective, the regime claims, the men infiltrated arms 
and ammunition into the Msinga area, established arms caches in the Natal 
districts of Ndumo and Nongoma and reconnoitred pipelines at Merebank near 
Durban with a view to sabotaging them. 


It ig alleged that the accused committed high treason by force of arms by 
engaging in armed combat against the South African Police and the Bophu- 
thatswana Guard. 


It should be noted that this is the first case in which the accused are 
charged with high treason in South Africa since the 1956-61 Treason Trial. 
The regime brought into court all the arms allegedly captured from the ANC 
inside the country since the early 60's. This was no doubt designed to 
generate hysteria among the white section of the population and thus create 
an atmosphere that would be conducive to the imposition of the maximum 
penalty, the death sentence. 


The trial of the accused was held in camera despite their pleas that, since 
the nature of a treason charge was a crime against society, the public should 
not be excluded. What were the fascists afraid of? What are they hiding 
from the public? 


The racist regime in our country is faced with a sustained and deepening 
crisis situation manifested by strikes, bus boycotts, resistance to 
removals, etc. The spirit of revolt since the Soweto uprisings continues 
unabated. We are not deceived by the reforms which the enemy has been 
introducing in an attempt to dampen our revolutionary zeal. Nor has the 
enemy succeeded to contain the steadily growing political and military 
actions undertaken by the ANC inside the country. This failure to demon- 
strate its capacity to crush the ANC and thereby consolidate the confi- 
dence of proponents and all the supporters of white domination, that the 
situation is under control, despite repeated assurances including the 
savage hanging of Solomon Mahlangu has made the enemy desperate. 


The regime is now determined more than ever before to crush us in our 
struggle for liberation by using <¢1l the inhuman and criminal means typical 
of fascism. | 


as 


| 














We deplore and condemn the role of the so-called Bophuthatswana government 
and police in arresting, assaulting and thereafter handing over John Sekete 
to the South African Security Police. We stress that we have no quarrel with 
the peoples of the Bantustans. We regard it as our duty to organise and 
mobilise them in the struggle against our enemy the racists and the 
treacherous self-appointed leaders. Most of us in the Bantustans rejected 
the creation of these tribal enclaves. The writing is on the wall to warn 
those who collaborate with the system against our true aspirations and 
wishes. /This is no mean threat--the struggle is on. / 


The Bantustan leaders acquiesced to the mass removals of our people from 
areas where they have lived from time immemorial, to new, barren, uninhabit- 
able areas. This we cannot and will not accept. We completely reject the 
balkanisation of our country. We are opposed to the formation of the 
‘constellation of states' which is meant to protect the political and 
economic entrenchment of the white exploiters. 


Since the fascist regime has fortified itself with all the legal trappings 
to justify the murder of our people, the African National Congress says: 
/"No people on earth can allow itself to be destroyed and not protect itself 
from destruction by all means at its disposal."/ 


We want to make it clear to our people and the world at large that the 
African National Congress will not be deflected from its noble task of 
leading us in our struggle against fascism, racism and exploitation. Let 

us together destroy this monster, cancer, this state which has been condemned 
by our people and the whole world as a crime against humanity. The war which 
we have declared against the usurpers of our land must be intensified. No 
one can undertake this task of liberation except our people led by the 
African National Congress. We the black majority of South Africa must 
understand that the war of liberation is on and nobody can or will be 
excluded from participating in it. Not only Umkhonto we Sizwe must do all 

the fighting but all the people of South Africa must become involved. It 

is because of the efforts of everybody in Mozambique, Angola and now 
Zimbabwe that the white minority colonial regimes were crushed. 


Thousands upon thousands of our best blood join Umkhonto we Sizwe, the mili- 
tary wing of the African National Congress. Let us not be daunted by the 
myth of the military might of the South African regime. The successful 
struggle of the unarmed youth of Soweto, Gugulethu, Langa... will remain a 
shining beacon to guide us in our most trying moments. They have shown that 
unity, determination and a brave resolve will defeat the enemy. 


Let all of us, wherever we are--in the farms, in the cities, in the locations, 
in the ghettoes, in factories, in schools and in the churches, protect and 
support our freedom fighters. They are not terrorists out to kill for the 
sake of killing. This decision was forced on us by the intransigent 
behaviour of the enemy. Let us hide them, feed them and give them comfort 
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and solace, for they are our children fighting for our emancipation in 
our country. Let ue not assist our enemy in destroying us. 


The apartheid regime thrives because some of our people inadvertently and 
unintentionally expose our combatants. These are not armed robbers but 
gallant soldiers fighting and dying for a free, peace-loving nation and 
country. They want to make South Africa a country of peace and prosperity 
for all. 


/Amandla Ngawethu! Maatla Ke A Rona! / 


CSO: 4420 


48 














SOUTH AFRICA 


AVRIKAANS BUSINESS MAGAZINE CRITICZES BUREAUCRACY, BLACK POLICY 


lohannesbury, SUNDAY TIMES in English 30 Mar 80 p 12 


[Article by Kugene Hugo ] 


l'Vext | 


a STARTLING 7. - Government 
reaucracy a mina - 
tlon has been made by the wthoidl on 

n of the powerful Afrikaanse Handels- 
nstituut (AHI). . 


The AHI’s Volkshandel magazine called for an | 
end to impractical bureaucratic regulations, the | 
72-hour stayover limit imposed on blacks and | 
official redtape which was inflicted without discre- 
tion. situation in which Minister of 

The magazine also lashed out ration and Development 
at the Immorality and Mixed pr Piet Koornhof backed down 
Marriages Acts asking whether in the face of rightwing protest 
these laws were not just a ‘po- after announcing that the mea- 


litical battlecry’’ to draw sure was to be lifted in certain 
and a reflection on the Afri- 


areas. 

kaans character and ability to This Volkshandel outburst 
maintain traditions without co- comes as a significant develop- 
ercion. ment amid the continuing inter- 
And in strong criticism of necine strife in Nationalist 


apartheid would ‘‘run onto the and i — is seen as clear- 
Brune Minister Mr P W Botha 


Plea at the expense 
del editor-in-chief Mr Danie leader Dr Andries 


righ e 
aded for a form of decentra- Treurnicht. 
ethnical self-government | They emphasi 
for black, brown and Indian AHI 
lation groups from his Transvaal power base 
of the 72-hour limit follows a derbond membership. 
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Mr Greyling made these 
ts. 


Yd] Afrikaner nationalism 
should show of 


@ The laws of the ‘white 


guardian’ from the , how- 
ever well meant, to 
the ''Soweto powderkeg"’ which 


had to be defused through black 
SS GOTERED OUP SEs GH 
are. 

@ It could be that 
had Dr Verwoerd lived in 
the ‘70s to see his policy ac- 
commoda only half of the 
black population he would have 
decided — ahead of public opin- 
ion — tore ‘black loca- 
tions'’ in te areas before 
white control was lost in the 
long term. | 
@ The future of the white 
man was closely tied to the 
ck neighbour 
who worked for him. 

@ Selfish capitalism that 


wanted to keep in 
Rhodesia was now in of 
losing everything. put 
right too little too late. 


Ifish capitalism had led to 
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BLACK SPEAKERS DISCUSS LIBERATION STRATEGY 


Johannesburg SUNDAY POST in English 30 Mar 80 pp 8, 9 


[Excerpts] 
of the Azanian People's Organization (AZAPO), this week addressed a gather- 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Controversial black spokesman, Curtis Nkomdo, former president 


ing of people at Wits University on the subject "Resistance at the Cross- 


roads." 


In a significant new emphasis in black leadership thinking, Mr 


Nkondo spoke of liberation and the preparation for a new state--a non- 
racial state--in which the country shall belong to all who live in it, 


black and white, men and women. 


CSO: 
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“Not enough was 
done~ in terms of 


ganisation, “if you put 
the leaders in ‘ail you 
put the movement in 
jail, 
“In the 80s we 
have'to be sure that 
our directions, pro- 
grammes and strate- 
gies ere sich that we 
are talking about ge- 
nuine tliberatian — 








SOUTH AFRICA 


LATEST POLLCE ROUNDUP ANGERS BLACK COMMUNITY 
Johannesburg SUNDAY POST in English 30 Mar 80 p 1 


[Article by Mandla Ndlazi] 


lVext| the ry of Co-opera- + anpotenqment 
. ton Development ap- a year were estimat- 

= 4 oy pealing for a halt to the ed at R18,7-million; pro- 

the recent crime swoop “intensified pass raids”. secutions R1,7-million, 

and reservists in and action of the police and ing R11,15-million. The 

around Johannesburg fficials was provocative time lost by people ar- 

which netted twice ‘as i” the explosive situation rested amounted to 12,3- 

many pass law offenders of black unemployment.” million productive man- 


athe eves, muggers 49d DAY POST this week — R7,7-million. 


Following the swoop matte The survey gives a 
the names of almost 1 000 mete - Bo ., ’ 
people have been added In 
to the more than five swoop 
million arrested under in- burg 
flux control regulations $57 men 


Bishop Desmond Tutu, passing, 367 men and 52 | 
general secretary of the women were arrested for burg had the highest with 
South African Council of remaining longer than 72 49273 males and 
Churches, this week re hours ission 
iterated his cali for the in 
abolition of pass laws. He 11 
said: “Even one arrest is ing 
one too many.” A recent survey 
Bishop Tutu recalled that there 
that he had written to million pass 
the Prime Minister and cutions from 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


MINISTER SAYS BLACK, WHITE WORKERS NOW HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS 


Johannesbury 


lVext | 


CSO: 


DURBAN. — For the first time 
South African blacks had the 
same trade union ts as oth- 
er races and all Africans 
irrespective of colour could 
now be trained as artisans, The 
‘Minister of Manpower Utilisa- 
tion, Mr Fanie Botha, said 
yesterday. 


Addre a seminar of the 
Natal Cha of Industries in 
Durban, he said the orderly 
evolvement of South Africa's 
labour relations had been start- 
ed with the cha in the In- 
dustrial Conciliation Act last 
year. 


However, a lot of work still 
had to be done. 


One of the issues which need- 
ed attention was recognition of 
trade unions’ freedom to 
associate 

The concept implied also the 
freedom not to associate and 
the closed shop practice was 
still at issue. 


At present, at least ‘some 
obvious bottlenecks have re- 
ceived attention and that the 
structure for dealing with the 
remaining problems have been 


Mr Botha said 12 black un- 
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RAND DALLY MAIL in English 28 Mar 80 p 7 


provided for job reservation. 


This was a step linked to the 
Government's aim of interven- 
ing as little as ble in mat- 
r which ¢ be regulated 

agreement between i 
ees and employers themselves. 

The approach applied equally 
to de ting certain pre- 
scribed thes for office and 
factory workers. 

Government intervention in 
collective bargaining was 
‘‘merely an attempt lay 
down the rules of a game in a 
situation where two opposing 
groups of come together 
to negotiate conditions uf 

yment’’. 


the 1944 Act con- 
trolling apprentices had not 
been racially based blacks had 
Set apres toh 
as 
Africa. 


‘This situation has now 


“We can now offer all our 
citizens, irrespective of race or 
colour, the unity to be 
trained as a -” Botha 
said. — Sapa. 
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BLACK ATTLTUDES 
in English 31 Mar 80 p 3 


LEARN ABOUT 
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by Martin Schneider] 


lohannesburg RAND DALLY MALL 
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FOR BLACKS CONDEMNED 


TRALNING 


INDUSTRIAL 


SEPARATE 


in English 2 Apr 80 p 14 


Johannesbury RAND DALLY MALL 


"Training for ALL" 


lhditorial: 
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COLORED UNTON TO MERGE WITH BLACK UNION 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 28 Mar 80 p 4 
[Article by Sieg Hannig ] 
eee. —, to 
lText | In a major breakthrough ¢oured members.” 
for non-racial trade union- Asked about the pros- 
ism, a coloured trade pect of the union beco- 
union announced that ing predominantly black, 
it wil e with a black Mr Webb said: 
union gardiess of the “We accept this without 
prospe ‘| being swam- reservation. 
ped by biacks. “Such ‘swamping’ is an 
The union is the __ inevitable development in 
13 000-strong Motor Indus- _ the South African scene if 
try Combined Workers’ we want to promote har- 
Union of Mr Ronnie monious co-existence.” 
Webb, vice-president of Mr Webb said the regis- 
the multiracial Trade tered union's status as a 
Union Council of South fully fledged negotiating 
Africa. partner with the two 
“Those who accused us white unions in the Indus- 
of racism because we _ trial Council for the Mo- 
established a parallel tor Industry would not be 
union for blacks will now challenged. 
have to eat their words,” 
said Mr Webb. RIGHTS 
He announced that he Neither white unions 
clearance to admit blacks the plenned change, he 
in to his registered union. said. 
TUS This means that black 
ora workers in three South 
This meant that the African industries are 
members of the black about to enjoy full bargai- 
union would join the re- ning rights. 
gistered union previously They are the motor in- 
restricted to colourds. dustry, the printing indus- 
“Our new black mem-_ try and the motor trans- 
bers will enjoy the same port industry on the Reef 
status and benefits as the and the goldfields — 
members of the registered where a black union has 
union,” Mr Webb said. been registered and is in 
“They will be eligible to the process of being ad- 
hold office too — subject mitted to the industrial 
, ; to the existing qualifica- Council. 
CSO: 4420 
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REPORTAGKE, COMMENT ON NEW BUDGET 


Budget Benefits to Blacks 


Johannesbury THE STAR in English 27 Mar 80 p 3 


[Article by Tom Duff ] 


PExee 


Benefits the Budget will 
give blacks include: 


@ A 20 percent tax re- 
duction and a raising of 
the threshold of liability 
for tax from R1200 to 
K1 800 a year. 

@ An increase in 
spending of about 33 
percent by the Depart- 
ment of Education and 
Training. Among major 
projects is the spending 
of R4-million on urgently- 
needed school accommo- 
dation on the East Rand. 

@ An amount of 
R12-million which is being 
set aside for low-interest 
loans for housing and in- 
frastructure in urban resi- 
dential areas. 

@ The total provision 
o1 the national housing 
fund is also being 
increased by 20 percent to 
R225-million. r 

@ A possible housing 
boost for farmworkers due 
to tax deductions for 
farmers who provide hou- 
sing for them. 


PAY RISES 


@ Pay increases for 
blacks in the public ser- 


58 


vice, provincial and home- 
land administrations and 
statutory bodies which 
will be relatively higher 
than those for whites. 

Details will be announ- 
ced soon. The Minister of 
Finance, Senator Hor- 
wood, has announced that 
the programme to narrow 
the wage gap between the 
races had entered a new 
phase. 


@ Increases of R5,50 a 
month for black social 
pensioners plus a bonus of 
R18 payable in May. 

@ A minimum increase 
of R17 a month for black 
civil pensioners. An 
increase of 20 percent will 
be granted to those who 
retired before April 1 
1969; 15 percent for those 
who retired before June 
30, 1973; 10 percent for 
those who retired after- 
wards. 

This year’s budget also 
gives attention to home- 
land censolidation and de- 
velopment. 

@ R4-million has been 
allocated to black hospi- 
tals, with the lion’s share 
presumably going to Ba- 
ragwanath. 
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Steven Orpen Comment 


TIMES-BUSINESS TIMES in English 30 Mar 80 pp 1, 3 


SUNDAY 
by Steven Orpen] 
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Arablan proverb 
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LH Pt is LE i ala Te 


He who makes most enemies sings most sorrowfully."’ 


‘He who sings most sweetly draws most envy, 
He who draws most envy, makes most enemies, 


Ha pe 4 tal ta i at 
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"RAND DALLY MAILL' Comment 


lohwmmneshbury KAND DALLY MALL in English 29 Mar 80 p | 
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T MAY not have 

looked like an anti- 
apartheid Budget, since 
it gave more to whites 
than to blacks, but in 
fact it was the most 
tangible action the 
Botha Governme it has 
yet taken to prodi ce ra- 
cial change. 


We have heard a lot 
of talk about change 
from Botha and 
Koornhof, but seen lit- 
tle action to back it up. 
In contrast, Senator 
Horwood didn’t talk 


about change at all — 
but his Budget spoke 
louder than words. 


It amounts to a com- 
lete reversal of the old 
ationalist dictum, laid 

down by Dr Verwoerd, 
that South Africa 
should ‘‘rather be poor 
and white than rich and 
multiracial’. 


Pe, oe -Y of 
Budget was to pro- 
mote economic 

and prosperity. And 
economic growth will 
inevitably mean eco- 
nomic integration. 
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"Anti Apoarthetad'' | 


There can be no 
avoiding it. Greater 
enmne mic activity will 
require more manpow- 
er and more skills So 


cities and into com- 
merce and ipeustry 
more of them will 
have e be trained and 


heid remains — and 
ther... 





Hy oh tail, 
bogged down by verk: 


its own uncertainties 
about where to go. 
But as economic inte- 


gration 


ly incompatible 
political apartheid. It 


political system will 
eventually have to ad- 
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just. This is the truth 
t Dr Verwoerd saw 
so clearly. 

It may be that there 
meat who tuhagiae’ tha: 
men ty) 
as blacks become inte- 


claimed by 
Nkrumah. *‘ 
litical - 


first the 
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and all else 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


DIRECT APPROACHE ‘TO SWAPO WORTH EXPLORING 


Johannesburg, RAND DAILY MAIL in English 2 Apr 80 p 14 


[Rhditorial: 


[Text | 


CSO: 


"\JOW that the Rhodesian issue 
has been settled, internation- 
«) .wessures are obviously going to 
c acentrate on the next problem 
ea in this sub-continent — South 
‘est Africa. That being so, Mon- 
day’s statement in London by the 
ministrator-General of SWA, Dr 
Gerrit Viljoen, that South Africa 
may consider bypassing the Unit- 
ed Nations and entering into direct 
negotiations with the frontline 
states and Swapo has attracted 
weeeagrens attention. 

In first place it indicates a 
shift of position. Until now Swa 
has been the one to advocate di- 
rect negotiations while South Afri- 
ca has steadfastly refused — the 
reason being that agreement to 
such negotiations might be con- 
strued as acknowledgement of thé 
UN’s recognition of Swapo as the 
only true representative of the 

le of SWA. Dr Viljoen’s care- 
ul Dn may at last have 
found a way around this rather 
esoteric diplomatic problem. 

His statement indicates two oth- 
er things as well. This first is 
South Africa’s deep suspicion of 
the United Nations, and the second 
its apparent belief that it could get 
a better deal out of the frontline 
states. 

There are preselly ood 
grounds for this belief. The UN is 
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"An Approach Worth Exploring" ] 


subject to the influence of radical 
states uninhibited by any proxim- 
ity to the scene of the action, 
whereas the countries hosting 
Swapo’s guerrillas have solid rea- 
sons for wanting to see the SWA 
issue settled. Just as Zambia and 
—— a ressured ting tant 
c Fron accep a 
Rhodesian settlement, so Zambia 
and Angola might twist Swapo’s 
arm more effectively than the 
UN. Particularly if in direct nego- 
tiations South Africa were to spell 


. out to the host countries what 


might happen to them otherwise. | 


It is also surely true that if 
South Africa could reach agree- 
ment with the frontline states and 
Swapo, it would be very difficult 
for the UN to object. the UN 
could effectively be rendered ir- 
relevant. 


But while the idea may sound 
reasonable in theory it may prove 
otherwise in practice. The years 
of mutual antipathy and suspicion 
between Swapo and South Africa 


-may be such that direct negotia- 


tions are a non-starter without the 
aid of an intermediary. Therefore 
let us by all means explore the 
possibility of a new approach, but 
not burn any boats as far as the 
existing negotiations are con- 
cerned. 














SOUTH AFRICA 


OPPENHEIMER COMMENTS ON LUSAKA ECONOMIC SUMMIT 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 3 ..pr 80 pp l, 2 


[Text] No economic grouping of Southern African states could afford to 
exclude the most powerful and most highly developed country in the area-- 
South Africa, the chairman of the Anglo American Corporation Mr Harry 
Oppenheimer, said in Johannesburg yesterday. 


Mr Oppenheimer, who was officially opening a Constellation of Southern 
Africa exhibition at the Rand Show, was referring to the nine Black States 
who this week met in Lusaka to form a united front in a bid to counter 
economic domination of the subcontinent by South Africa. 


Mr Oppenheimer said that what President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia appeared 

to be saying was that unless South Africa was able to improve its relations 
politically with the Black States of Africa, the economic un‘ty which every- 
one in the region recognised to be necessary, would only be brought about 
over a long period of conflict and suffering. 


"Nor can we escape the problem by limiting our Constellation to the Republic 
and those new states that have been carved out of the Republic. That surely 
would be altogether too unambitious a project and would, anyhow, be more 
properly characterised as a satellite system rather than a Constellation." 


Mr Oppenheimer said he was optimistic, however, that the Government's new 
policy "if it is honestly and urgently pursued" would meet with the response 
it deserved from Black Africa. 


"What is it that we need to do? Externally it is plain that the first need 
is to find a satisfactory solution to the question of South West Africa, to 
find a way in which fair elections can be held in that territory and inter- 
national recognition secured for the government chosen by the people. 


"In this regard the latest reports we have received are a cause at once 

of anxiety and hope. Internally we have to make a reality, within as short 
a period as is practical, of the Government's announced policy of eliminat- 
ing racial discrimination from the law and life of Southern Africa. 


62 








"What does this imply? First and foremost I would say that it means edu- 
cation for Blacks not inferior to that available for Whites. 


"Secondly, it means the end of the pass laws in their present form and 
thirdly it means decent housing and security of tenure for all Blacks in 
the urban areas. 


"Fourthly, equal opportunities for Blacks with Whites in the business of 
the country and in the professions, and fifthly a proper share in politi- 
cal power for all our Black population, not only for that part of it which 
lives in the homelands. 


"We have a long way to go in each of these respects, and no sensible person 
can expect the discriminatory effects of 300 years c° White domination in 
South Africa to be abolished with the wave of a hand. 


"What is necessary now, however, and what to my mind is now practical, is 
to translate the policy that has been announced in general terms by the 
Prime Minister and his colleagues into a programme of action and so far as 
is possible (and here we must not expect too much) to attach to that pro- 
gramme an indicated timetable. 


"This is the background to the establishment of relations with our neigh- 
bour states such as are necessary for making a positive success of the 
great concept of a Southern African Constellation." 


Mr Oppenheimer said the end of the colonial empires and the emergence of 
numerous independent African States, together with the Government's own 
independent homeland policy, had served to emphasise the cleavages--tribal, 
social, linguistic and political--which so deeply divided southern Africa. 


However, it was now time to focus a spotlight on the factors that brought 
the peoples of southern Africa together. And of those, the need for eco- 
nomic development and the elimination of poverty, hunger and disease came 
first to mind. 


Equally important was the need to build in Southern Africa an inter- 
national organisation in which the constituent states could feel secure 
against external aggression or interference, and in which the government 
of each was pledged to social justice and to protect freedom of choice, 
political and economic, and the individual dignity of all men regardless 
of race or creed. 


That was the ideal which lay behind the concept of a constellation of 
states and which made it a real plan for peace and progress, not just an 
“attractive astronomical metaphor." 


South Africa was moving forward into a new era. Inevitably in this period 
of rapid change “we are going to make mistakes." 
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"But let us, if possible, learn from history--particularly, I would say, 
from history of the last thirty years--and try to ensure that the mistakes 
we make have at least themerit of being mistakes. And when we fail, as 
we certainly shall from time to time, let us at least try to ensure that 
we do not fail for lack of goodwill to any of our peoples, Black White or 
Brown,” he eaid.--SAPA, 


CSO: 4420 


64 











SOUTH AFRICA 


ESTLMATED 


IMPORT BILL 


IN OLL, 


INCREASE 


in English 2 Apr 80 p 21 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MALL 


[Article by Howard Preece] 


nd 





i of ae iE iat it Hi ti 
fi ie alibi! Hiei! an 


65 





st] a 782 53 RATER HE ggags* 24 43 age = 


oy a beatles i a 
ute at i; F allie! ie il e} ii 


Esfss. ay slits ik 
cil ei ae ih Hees ue 





4420 


[Text | 


CSO: 











SOUTH AFRICA 


RAILWAYS TO UNDERTAKE MAJOR EXPANSION 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES-BUSINESS TIMES in English 30 Mar 80 pp 1, 3 
[Article by Andrew McNulty] 


[Text] South African Railways will spend more than R13 000-million over the 
next six years in a massive new capital expansion programme. 


Annual capital investment to 1985/86 will rise by more than 100%, from 
Rl 450-million earmarked for the current year's programme, to an estimated 
R3 020-million. 


These are among key figures disclosed to BUSINESS TIMES in discussicns with 
top SAR officials this week. 


After years of belt-tightening, the SAR is now gearing itself for a wide- 
ranging expansion necessary to meet the country's transport and infra- 
structural needs during the next two decades. 


"We had to cut back drastically on capital planning in 1976 and it takes time 
to recover from budget-cutting of that scale,'' says Tienie Crous, the SAR 
senior planning engineer. 


"But now with the economy taking off we can move ahead." 


The top immediate priority is the electrification of the country's rail 
network at a cost of R310-million--excluding rolling stock--in the next 
five years. 


This--and growth of transport capacity needed to support an expanding 
industrial economy--requires large injections of capital and work on new 
lines and on purchase of new rolling stock. 


Major spending is also planned for the South African Airways on new, more 
economic aircraft. 


Plane are also being revised by changing trends in modes of transport, 
influenced strongly by rising fuel costs. 
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Air traffic bounded up by 21.7% in the 11 months to November after being 
almost static for some years. 


Plane for high-seed passenger traine for the Witwatersrand are well 
advanced, Public relations manager, Johan Marais, eays the firet 
generation of 120-150 km/hr traine will be in service within three years. 


While the results of rapidly changing political outlooks in southern 

Africa are uncertain, planners are looking closely at the possible needs of 
neighbouring countries--having been caught recently with unexpectedly big 
volumes of traffic from countries such as Zambia, on an already heavily- 
taxed rail and harbour system. 


Long-term planning is being considered against the background of the need 
to forge an integrated transport network in southern Africa, described by 
SAR general manager, Dr Kobus Loubser, as "transport diplomacy." 


"Transport diplomacy can be seen in this context (of South Africa's politi- 
cal isolation) as the strongest and most strategic antidote to isolation and 
for the realisation of South Africa's potential for creating prosperity and 
bringing about stability in the subcontinent," he says. 


"The establishment and maintenance of communications by means of railways, 
airways and harbours can be seen as South Africa's key to Africa." 


By the year 2 000, all mainline routes between the Witwatersrand and the 
harbours will be electrified and equipped with modern signalling. 


Routes will be expanded and many lines will be doubled, to ensure sufficient 
capacity is available to handle additional traffic emanating from black 
African states. 


Major capital items for the current year are: 


--Purchase and construction of new lines and harbours (including expansion 
of new lines such as the Richards Bay route): R872,7-million. 


~-New works on open lines (including much of the electrification programme): 
R621, 7-million. 


--Rolling stock: R231,l-million, comprising--electric locomotives R/75,3- 
million; diesel locomotives R30, 5-million; coaching stock R38,9-million; 
motor coaches R18-million; and goods stock R68,4-million. 

--Road transport: R22,7-million. 

--Harbours: R46,9-million. 


~-Airways: R146,5-million, including--12 Boeing 737 aircraft R10,4-million; 
two Boeing 747s R74,7-million; and two Airbus A300s R7,9-million. 


--Pipelines: R2,2-million. 
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BOPHUTHATSWANA MINERS ISSUE--Cape Town--The thorny issue of the Mineworkers’ 
Union resistance to the advancement of black miners in Bophuthatswana 

wae the subject of further talks between the Government and President Lucas 
Mangope in Cape Town this week. The Minister of Mines, Mr F W de Klerk, 

said today that he had informal discussions with President Mangope during 

the President's state visit on Wednesday and Thursday. "Further negotietions 
between other parties involved are not under way and I will give my attention 
to the matter again when I get back from Europe at the end of April," Mr de 
Klerk said. The Minister threw down the gauntlet to the right-wing Mine- 
workers’ Union in January about their refusal to aid advancement of black 
miners, especially those in Bophuthatswana. He said he had undertaken to 
provide an answer to President Mangope by April on proposed exemptions from 
job reservation and training restrictions. [Text] [Johannesburg THE STAR 

in English 28 Mar 80 p 11) 


BAN ON GATHERINGS RENEWED--The ban on external gatherings in terms of the 
Riotous Assemblies Act has been renewed in South Africa. A notice in today's 
Government Gazette by the Minister of Justice, Mr Alwyn Schiebusch, 

prohibits any gathering in the country from April 1 up to and including 
March 31 next year except for sports meetings and gatherings inside 
buildings, unless they have been authorised by the Minister or magistrate 
ofthe district. This ban was first enforced in August 1976 after the 

Soweto unrest and has been renewed every year since. [Text} [Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English 28 Mar 80 p 10] 


ROBBEN ISLAND PRISONER RELEASED--There has been no political change in 
South Africa, said Mr Fezile Galelekile Sito (53) after his release from 
Robben Island this week. A former ANC member, Mr Sito was reunited with 
his family in Mdantsane after serving a 16-year prison sentence. "There 
has been no political change," he said. "If there were, the victims of 
apartheid serving sentences on Robben Island would not be there now. They 
would be set free. I also would not have had to serve the full 16-year 
sentence. [Text] [Johannesburg SUNDAY POST in English 30 Mar 80 p 1] 


"CROSSROADS' STATUS CHANGE--Cape Town. Residents of Crossroads near Cape 
Town, which was proclaimed a black township on Friday, expressed “extreme 








dissatisfaction" with the attitude of the Western Cape Administration Board, 
at a mass meeting held yesterday. Residents claimed they were "treated like 
children" by the board's officials and that their objections were brushed 
aside and arrangements made without consulting them. They were angry at 
not being consulted before the camp had its status changed. Crossroads now 
falls under the jurisdiction of the Western Cape Administration Board. 
Previously it was administaed as an emergency camp by the divisional coun- 
cil. The meeting authorised the Crossroads Executive Committee to seek a 
meeting with Dr Piet Koornhof, the Minister of Cooperation and Development. 
--SAPA [Text] [Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 1 Apr 80 p 4] 


99-YEAR LEASEHOLD APPLICATIONS--Very few blacks in urban areas have so far 
bought houses under the 99-year leasehold system, according to a country- 
wide survey by the South African Broadcasting Corporation released in 
Johannesburg yesterday. The survey said that the only homes to be regis- 
tered for blacks under the system, which was introduced just over a year 
ago, were all in Soweto. It showed that the most serious problems to 
emerge were delays in dividing land up into sites, the drafting of district 
plans, approving loans and the registration of deeds. From the point of 
view of government departments, a considerable number of requirements had 
to be met and they seemed, together with conditions set by building 
societies, to account for further delays in registration. The West Rand 
Administration Board said 184 deeds had been registered so far, and about 
700 applications were still to be dealt with. About 30 000 houses and 
stands were for sale in various parts of Soweto. The investigation had 
shown that few black people in the Free State and Northern Cape's board 
area were interested in the 99-year leasehold system. In the Northern 
Transvaal and Natal, no title deeds had been registered yet owing to 
uncertainty about consolidation plans for the black states.--SAPA. 
[Excerpts] [Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 1 Apr 80 p 4] 


BLACK POPULATION STATISTICS--More than half of South Africa's black popula- 
tion still live outside the homelands. This was established from figures in 
the latest publication of the Department for Economic Research, Cooperation 
and Development. The statistical survey of black development for 1979 
stated that figures presented by the various administration board that 

over 10-million of the estimated 19.6-million blacks still live in board 
areas. Soweto--the biggest town--has an official population of 680 000 fol- 
lowed by Tembisa, near Kempton Park, with 133 800. Sebokeng near Vander- 
bijlpark with 124 565 and Mamelodi near Pretoria with 118 000 residents. 
There are 10 towns with more than 50 000 residents and a further 1.7-million 
blacks living in white towns. In comparison, only 1.7-million blacks live in 
proclaimed towns in the homelands. It is the first time that such extensive 
statistics on the distribution and development of the black population in 
the board areas and the homelands has been made available. [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE STAR in English 29 Mar 80 p 3] 
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LENASIA ELECTION BOYCOTT--A powerful, three-pronged campaign is underway 
in Lenasia for the boycott of this week's Lenasia Management Committee 
Ward One election. The three groups in the boycott campaign are: Solidar- 
ity Front, Azapo (Lenz branch) and the People's Candidates. The election 
follows the resignation of Dinky Pillay from the LMC. Three men are vie- 
ing for the election spot. The men are: Sayed Mia, Harry Beharia and 
Alibhai Ahmed. Dr Joe Variawa of the Solidarity Front this week came out 
strongly against the LMC election. He told me after addressing a well- 
attenied Heroes Day Sharpeville Commemoration service at Lenasia's Jiswa 
Centre on Saturday: "We call for a boycott of the election. We call on 
all so-called voters in the area to stay away from the polls. Dr Variawa 
said: ''The reasons behind our campaign to boycott the LMC is simple... 
We refuse to fraternise with any government-created institution." The 
People's Candidates Dr R A M Salojee who has strong support in the area 
added his voice to the boycott call. "The LMC is a wicked apartheid- 
structured institution. The people must reject it with all their might," 
he said. [Excerpts] [Johannesburg THE VOICE in English 26 Mar-1 Apr 80 


p 3) 


TRANSVAAL CIVIL DEFENSE--The Transvaal's civil defence network will be 
streamlined and strengthened soon. This follows three-day talks between 
provincial civil defence chiefs and the Defence Force in Warmbaths this 
week. Mr C. Reyneke, head of the Transvaal's civil defence organisation, 
said today it was decided to take a fresh look at civil defence because 

of the recent Silverton terrorist siege and other incidents in the province. 
It was decided to print and distribute a handbook on civil defence to all 
the local authorities which were handling the organisation of wards and 
cells in their areas. It was also decided to concentrate on training 
leaders in all facets of civil defence so that they could go back to their 
home towns and train other volunteers. Mr Reyneke said all four adminis- 
trators would be asked to approach the Government and ask for a civil defence 
year. "We need people to become aware of the advantages of such an organi- 
sation and its great value,"' he said. [Text] [Johannesburg THE STAR 

in English 28 Mar 80 p 4] 


METHANOL EXPERIMENTS--Experiments are well advanced into the replacement of 
diesel and petrol by methanol, Mr Denys Marvin, AECI managing director, 

has announced. Mr Marvin said his company was conducting experiments at 

a cost of R300 000 into the use of methanol as an alternative fuel and was 
cooperating with other major organisations and institutions "to draw on as 
much expert experience as possible." He said the experiments were being 
conducted in conjunction with Volkswagen and Shell in addition to the German 
diesel engine manufacturers, Deutz and Man, and the Energy Research Institute 
at the University of Cape Town. Mr Marvin added that plans for a mega- 
methanol plant were well advanced. The plant will cost about R450-miilion 
and will produce approximately 2 500 tons of methanol daily. [Excerpt] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 3 Apr 80 p 2] 
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URANIUM ORE ANALYZER--A amall South African nuclear instrument company, 
Scitec, has made a major contribution to the search for uranium with the 
announcement of the Aurora automatic uranium ore analyser. Major mining 
housea required a simple automatic instrument that could handle a large 
daily through-put of uranium ore samples and print out the result unattended. 
Other requirements were that interfering elements, such as thorium and 
potassium, should not affect the result and the sample preparation had to 
be minimal. Aurora uses a unique detector which measures both the beta 

and gamma radiation emitted by the uranium ore sample. Between 50 and 

120 samples can be maintained per hour and the magazines hold 100 samples 
each. The sample is first weighed automatically in the machine and then 
the radiation counted, and from there a microprocessor computes the equa- 
tion. The company has already received orders from local mining companies 
and overseas countries. Application has been made to patent the use of the 
detector, which puts South Africa ahead of the world in this important 


determination. [Text] [Pretoria SOUTH AFRICAN DIGEST in English 21 Mar 80 
p 16) 
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UGANDA 


PRESIDENT ADDRESSES RALLY MARKING UNLF ANNIVERSARY 
LD251158 Kampala Domestic Service in English 0733 GMT 25 Mar 80 LD/EA 


[Speech by Ugandan President Godfrey Binaisa at 25 March meeting at 
Makerere University to mark first anniversary of the Ugandan National 
Liberation Front--recorded] 


[Excerpts] I would like to sound a warning to everyone that the Uganda 
National Liberation Front is determined to build a united country. The 
UNLF is not going to be ready to side with anyone who would like to see 
this country once again fragmented, divided into factions, into a myriad 
of groupings. It was those groupings, it was those 28 political groups, 
ranging from monarchists to extreme left-wingers, who decided at the 
historic meeting in Moshi a year [ago} today to come together for the sake 
of Uganda. 


This marriage of all these groups, I must warn you, was not a marriage of 
convenience. It was a marriage which was well thought out and we--I think 
it is the Catholic Church if I remember correctly--we in the UNLF do not 
believe in divorce. [applause and laughter] There will be no divorce. 
[applause] Neither will there be judicial separation. [applause] The 
marriage was properly consummated. I think I have got to say this early 
on because what I'm going to say later will only go to prove that all 
those people who consummated this marriage are now only prepared to have 
offspring; so the UNLF goes on forever. We are not going to retrace our 
steps, because we know that what we are doing is the right thing to do 
for the good of all, for the good of something like 14 million souls 
inhabiting this beautiful land of Uganda. [applause] 


The branches you represent are branches from all the 33 districts into 
which Uganda is divided. You have worked very hard and I do congratulate 
you most warmly for the achievements you have been able to accomplish. 


Some people say that the UNLF has been doing nothing. But your presence 
here goes to prove that you've been working very, very hard, wherever 

you come from; that today we have once again fulfilled one of our pro- 
mises ahead of schedule. The first promise we fulfilled was the expansion 
of the Uganda National Consultative Council [NCC]: we expanded it ahead of 
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schedule, We have managed, through your efforts, to establish branches 
of the UNLF ahead of schedule and I promise you, we are going to do many 
other things ahead of schedule. [applause] 


Very soon, in fact before the end of this--I think tomorrow even [applause]-- 
the National Executive Council, of which I have the honor to be chairman, 

ie going to report to the NCC about the new proposals to hold a general 
election in Uganda ahead of schedule. [loud applause] We are going to set 
the democratic machine in motion and we hope, as I told some of you in City 
Square when I said it is time for me to wear a badge or a label on my chest 
and on my back to say "do not disturb." All I can say now is, please, do 

not disturb the UNLF. 


The UNLF is going to give you your elections ahead of schedule. The UNLF, 
as it promised, we did say that we are bringing democracy to Uganda, but 
we said we are going to establish democracy in Uganda. [sentence as heard] 


While congratulating you delegates, I must congratulate everyone in Uganda 
because it has been because of the enormous, the tremendous cooperation and 
collaboration of all the citizens of this country that we have been able 

to achieve whatever we have achieved. And I do hope that the people of 
Uganda will continue to show their confidence, their commitment to the UNLF 
in the years to come. 


We here, who happen to be in positions of trust to you all, are mere trustees 
and the whole of Uganda are the beneficiaries of our trust. Many more people 
will be born, they will come to lead Uganda, but we--during our time in 
places of authority--we pledge to you that as long as you are cooperative, 

as you are with us, we are also with you. We support you and we have full 
confidence in you that together we shall be able to face the difficulties 
that lie ahead. 


Very soon--I think before the end of this month--members of the electoral 
commission shall be named. This is the commission that will be entrusted 
with the duty of demarcating constituencies, of doing all the preliminary 
work before you can exercise your birthright to vote for members of parlia- 
ment and to vote for the president, according to your own choice. [applause] 


Let me say this, let me once and for all dispell all the fears and suspi- 
cions and, sometimes, ill-founded rumors, let me say this, that we are going 
to face the electorate--all of you are going to--under the umbrella of the 
UNLF. [loud applause] 


The days of the old political parties and groupings are gone, and gone for- 
ever. [loud applause] We have got to move forward, not backward. We are in 
the eighties, not in the sixties. [loud applause] So whoever wants to face 
the electorate, either for the district council membership, for the national 
assembly membership or for the presidency of Uganda, will have to face the 
electorate as UNLF. [loud applause] 
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What we shall do is to see to it that the UNLF does not hamper anyone who 
is otherwise qualified from standing. It would be an insult to the in- 
telligence of the people of this country if we were to ever do that. They 
know their people. They are much better judges than what some people 
think, but since Kampala is a city of seven rumors a day [laughter], I beg 
your indulgence. I may be excused if I were to tell you at least one of 
today's rumors, that is that some people are not prepared to honor the 
decision of the electorate. Unless it is those people themselves who are 
elected, they are not prepared to honor the electorates decision. Well, 

I leave that to you. I hope they do, because otherwise the consequences 
are too terrible to contemplate. 


Now, coming once again, going back to the UNLF, about its achievements. 
I think it is fitting and proper that I tell you here publicly some of the 
achievements of the UNLF. 


On the question of the electoral commission (?outside this), it is appointed. 
I hope, if the NCC agrees, I hope we shall start registering voters round 
about the month of either May or June. And here I call upon all those 
Ugandans who are living outside Uganda but who think that they are good 
material for either president or members of the National Assembly or 

members of the district council, to come forward and register as voters 
first [applause] because without being voters they cannot be candidates. 

I put them on notice here in this great hall so they will not turn round one 
day to say that the UNLF purposely deprived us of our birthright. They 

are entitled to come, they are entitled to participate as long as they 

agree that they are not going to try and fragment us and the UNLF. We 

fight this by hook or crook to see that this never happens. 


On the achievements of the UNLF I've got to remind you that very recently 
we witnessed five parades--passing-out parades--of our young men who have 
joined the Uganda National Liberation Army. The NCO's passing-out parade 
in Jinja was first, then the one in Kabamba, another one in Mubende, 
another one in (Natasongola), and another one in Masindi. We have now 
trained a whole brigade. For this we are ever grateful to our brothers 
and sisters of Tanzania who have been such willing and hard-working 
instructors. [applause] 


We have now a nucleus of an army, of a Uganda army. I reminded the troops 
of their oath of allegiance; that they should only be prepared to obey 
lawful orders; that they should not assist, either directly or indirectly, 
anyone who may like to seize power in this country through the barrel of 

a gun. And they promised me and they promised everybody who was there 
assembled. At each session we received a prepared memorandum by the young 
men who were passing out, and roughly the message was clear that they were 
determined to work for the UNLF and for the UNLF government and for nobody 
else: that they were prepared to uphold the constitution of Uganda. And 
in response I told them on your behalf that likewise the UNLF was behind 
them. We have full confidence not only in the men but in all the offices 
of the Uganda National Liberation Army. They enjoy our full confidence, 
as they told us that we also enjoy their full confidence. 
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I hereby warn those people who want the people of this country to think 
otherwise, to think that the UNLF does not enjoy the full confidence of the 
officers and men of the Uganda army, or to think that the officers and men 
of the Uganda army do not enjoy the full confidence of the UNLF, I tell 
them that this is not so, that we enjoy the confidence of each other and 
we shall continue doing so in the years ahead of us. 


Now coming to the economy: our achievement in that area--social and 
economic fields--has been good judging from the difficulties and circunm- 
stances under which we have been working. We are now on the threshold 

of filling the shops of this country with goods from India. I thank the 
Indian Government for having extended to us this credit payable in 365 days 
to cover consumer goods. 


In the economy, we are still fighting a big battle against smugglers, 
against those people who have no confidence at all in themselves and their 
country, who--like Idi Amin--would like to rob us of our independence by 
trying to enrich themselves in foreign countries, by trying not to work 
for Uganda, but to work just for their stomach. We have launched a relent- 
less war against these smugglers, and I am glad to report to you that our 
efforts have now been rewarded. We have quite a number of lorries stacked 
with our Uganda coffee, which we have arrested. 


The UNLF has a big job to do, to perform in this area of curtailing and 
smashing the smugglers’ network. This was a very highly-organized 
international racket of profiteers, adventurers, thieves, robbers--all kinds 
of people. They are of all colors, of all faitha, of all tribes. Their 
ugly faces are to be seen poking their ugly fingers in the economic pie 

of Uganda, but it is high time that you in the UNLF, you, the delegates of 
this body, redouble your efforts, redouble your commitment to smash this 
international network of thieves and robbers. They are denying us from 
taking advantage for the reasonably good prices of coffee, of Uganda robusta, 
by telling lies that it originates from another source. Let us also put 
them on notice here and now that the UNLF is going to see to it that once 
they are convicted in our courts, they'll be put away, they'll be put out 
of circulation for a very long time. [applause] 


On the international front I don't have much to say except to remind you 
that your support and commitment to your brothers and sisters of Zimbabwe 
has borne fruit, and good fruit. [applause] Robert Mugabe won a landslide 
that shows that the electorate of Zimbabwe could not be hoodwinked by the 
diminutive bishop, who should serve his country better in the pulpit than 
in politics and who, it looks, has now more helicopters than seats in 
parliament. Zimbabwe has got to thank on your behalf once again you, the 
UNLF and people of Uganda. 


We thank Her Majesty's government of Britain for having conducted, for 
having supervised, for having presided over the dissolution of their last 
colony in Africa. [applause] They did a tremendous job, and I think for 
that we've got to be grateful, because I remember the words that are said 
to have been said by that great Englishmen, Sir Winston Churchill, in 
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connection with the freedom of India. He once said that we, the British, 
we keep what we have, But I think the British of the eighties think 
differently. They think that their beet interests are served when we 

can all be persuaded to belong to that wonderful club of the commonwealth, 
And my brother, Robert Mugabe, has already announced that he, indeed, 

will follow us all into the commonwealth. [applause] 


Well, I think that is roughly a kind of synopsis of what the UNLF has 
achieved and also a glimpse at what the UNLF expects to do. Before I 

close, | again appeal to you all to redouble your efforts to work for the 
UNLF because, once again, let me warn you: the UNLF is the last opportunity. 
The potential ie great for Uganda, We are not poor, as some people would 
like us to believe. But we appear to be poor because we are backward and 

we are backward because we are poor. So, ladies and gentlemen, let us 

try together to break that vicious circle. [applause] 


CSO: 4420 
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UGANDA 


BRIEFS 


FINANCE MINISTER APPOINTS COMMITTEE--The minister of finance, Mr Sentongo, 
has appointed a committee to handle the compensation issue in accordance 
with the UNLF [Uganda National Liberation Front] government's policy of 
meeting all Uganda's obligations entered into by Amin's regime. The commit- 
tee will deal with all assets nationalized or otherwise acquired by Amin's 
regime, The former attorney general [and justice minister], Mr Peter 
Nkambo-Mugerwa, is chairman of the committee. Members are Mr Joseph (Leka), 
a former commissioner of agriculture; Mr Patrick (Ogwang), an accountant; 

Mr Wilson (Chobe), a former engineer in chief, Ministry of Works, and 

the permanent secretary, Ministry of Works and Housing. All persons, in- 
cluding Ugandan citizens, who had their property expropriated by the Amin 
regime may submit their claims to this committee. Details of the procedures 
for submitting applications by Ugandan citizens will soon be announced by 
the committee. In a statement issued today, the minister of finance stress- 
ed that the UNLF government recognizes as binding and conclusive the compen- 
sation agreements previously concluded between Uganda and India in respect 
of claims by Indian nationals; the United States, in respect of an 
American-owned firm, International Television Sales Limited; and the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees, in respect of claims by persons of undetermined 
nationality. The UNLF government also recognizes thac there are residual 
matters to be settled as relating to Indian citizens aud persons of undeter- 
mined nationality represented by the UN High Comm/ssion for Refugees. 
[Excerpts] [(LD211630 Kampala International Service in English 1500 GMT 

21 Mar 80 LD/EA] 
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SELECTIVE LIST OF JPRS SERIAL REPORTS 


NEAR EAST AND AFRICA SERIAL REPORTS 


NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA REPORT 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA REPORT 


WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WOKLDWIDE REPORT: 


WORLDWIDE SERIAL REPORTS 


Environmental Quality 

Epidemiology 

Law of the Sea 

Nuclear Development and Proliferation 
Telecommunications Policy, Research and Development 
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